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INTRODUCTION

WHAT IS SUSTAINABILITY?

The United States Environmental Protection Agency states, 
“sustainability is based on a simple principle: Everything 
that we need for our survival and well-being depends, either 
directly or indirectly, on our natural environment. To pursue 
sustainability is to create and maintain the conditions under 
which humans and nature can exist in productive harmony 
to support present and future generations.” Considering this 
definition, the Reynoldsburg Sustainability Plan utilizes three 
pillars, or the three E’s of sustainability, to guide its research 
and action steps. The three E’s include the environment, 
economy, and equity. The environment refers to the 
conservation of natural resources and habitats, developing 
eco-friendly buildings and products, promoting quality 
water and air, and reducing waste and pollution. Economy 
focuses on improving living standards through business and 
workforce development, fiscal sustainability, and infrastructure 
improvements. Equity ensures the protection of health 
and well-being for all communities – especially historically 
disadvantaged populations that experience the cumulative 
impacts of environmental, racial, and socioeconomic burdens. 
In addition, this pillar focuses on empowering citizens by 
creating better systems of engagement with communities, while 
also creating better access to health and community services.

WHAT IS A SUSTAINABILITY PLAN?

A Sustainability Plan is a working document that aims to 
create a more sustainable community through suggested 
improvements to infrastructure, land-use, and transportation, 
among others. Sustainability plans have a specific focus on 
environmental conservation, durable economic growth, and 
equitable community outcomes. 

MORPC SUSTAINABLE2050

The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), 
Central Ohio’s regional council for local governments, 
supports member communities’ sustainability efforts 
through their Sustainable2050 program. Sustainable2050 
provides benchmarks for communities to measure and track 
their progress on sustainability goals and objectives.  The 
program also offers technical assistance and collaboration 
to work toward making a collective impact on the quality 
of life in Central Ohio. MORPC designates Sustainable2050 
communities according to 4 different tier statuses: Bronze, 
Silver, Gold, or Platinum. Currently, the City has a resolution 
declaring commitment to Sustainable2050. The goals of 

this Sustainability Plan are to provide Reynoldsburg with 
a roadmap to become a leader in sustainability by being 
designated as a Platinum Sustainable2050 community. To 
accomplish this, most of the actions prescribed in this plan 
align with Sustainable2050 benchmarks and targets, such 
that implementation of this plan will naturally progress 
Reynoldsburg toward becoming a Platinum community.

REYNOLDSBURG

Just 10 minutes from downtown Columbus, the City of 
Reynoldsburg is a vibrant community with just over 41,000 
residents. As a mid-size suburb, there is a sense of community 
along with the sights and sounds of a big city. The cost of living 
in Reynoldsburg is 11.8 points below the national average, with 
a median household income of $67,120 and a median home 
value of $214,118. A demographic snapshot shows the City is 
62% white, 25% African American, 5% Hispanic, 3% Asian, and 
5% of mixed heritage. The City is also home to a large Nepalese 
population. With a diverse community, exciting community 
events and rich traditions, the City of Reynoldsburg is a 
welcoming community for everyone.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

TOTAL POPULATION: 41,076

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD 
INCOME: $67,120

BACHELOR’S DEGREE OR 
HIGHER: 31.4%

EMPLOYMENT RATE: 67%

TOTAL HOUSING UNITS: 
16,014

$
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

42% LIVE, WORK, AND OWN 
PERSONAL PROPERTY WITHIN 
REYNOLDSBURG

33% VOLUNTEER AND ENJOY PARKS 
AND OTHER RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
WITHIN REYNOLDSBURG

25% SHOP AND VISIT FRIENDS AND 
FAMILY WITHIN REYNOLDSBURG

17% OWN RENTAL PROPERTY WITHIN 
REYNOLDSBURG

8% ATTEND RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES WITHIN 
REYNOLDSBURG



EXISTING CONDITIONS & PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

EXISTING PLANS AND INITIATIVES

The City currently has a Comprehensive Master Plan, 
Zoning Code, an Olde Reynoldsburg Streetscape Plan, Olde 
Reynoldsburg Main St. Revitalization Plan, and Insight Districts 
Development Design Guidelines/Standards. These recent plans 
refocus development in Reynoldsburg to more sustainable 
land uses, such as infill development and brownfield 
redevelopment, as defined in the Land Use section, while 
moving away from unsustainable practices of suburban sprawl. 
These plans also place a renewed focus on creating a “sense of 
place” and supporting the local economy. 

Sustainability is an important lens for growth and development 
as the City plans for its future. The City recently announced 
plans to transition their vehicle fleet to electric/hybrid/
propane-based transportation, as well as plan to install three 
electric-car charging stations, with the addition of more as 
demand increases. The building of energy-efficient structures, 
employing solar-energy options, where feasible, and 
minimizing construction impacts on the environment are all 
actions highly encouraged by the City.

ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY

Based on the timeline and objectives of creating a sustainability 
plan, we opted to engage stakeholders at the “consult” level of 
engagement. At this level of engagement, consulting ensures 
that public feedback is heard, and feedback of the proposed 
actions are documented, while ensuring transparency about 
how their feedback played a role in the final document. 

In partnership with the City of Reynoldsburg, we conducted 
two virtual meetings, a stakeholder meeting and a public 
meeting held on September 22, 2021 and October 20, 2021, 
respectively. Our stakeholder meeting included individuals 
identified by the City who are directly involved in sustainability 
efforts in Reynoldsburg. Our public meeting included residents 
who are either directly involved in sustainability efforts or who 
have significant interest in the topics discussed. For additional 
community input, we distributed two surveys to help guide our 
planning process and final document. The first survey gathered 
information pertaining to the public’s general understanding 
of the various aspects of sustainability and what those aspects 
meant to the City moving forward. The second survey gathered 
input on draft action steps considered, which were then 
modified based on stakeholder input and additional research 
prior to finalization and presentation in this document. 

5
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VISION STATEMENT & CROSS CUTTING THEMES

GOAL STATEMENT:

The Planning Team developed a Vision Statement at the 
initial phase of this planning process, in order to guide the 
Sustainable Reynoldsburg plan through its completion and 
adoption. The Vision Statement was refined with input from 
both stakeholders and those who participated in our period of 
public involvement. 

This Vision Statement reads as follows: 

SUSTAINABLE REYNOLDSBURG IS AN ENGAGED, 
EQUITABLE, AND RESILIENT COMMUNITY THAT 
PRIORITIZES QUALITY OF LIFE FOR ALL.

We recognize that this is an exciting time of growth in the 
Reynoldsburg community, with an appreciation that this 
growth should be done in a thoughtful and appropriate 
manner. Like other communities in the Columbus Metropolitan 
region, Reynoldsburg will be impacted by the rapid population 
growth expected in the Cental Ohio region between now and 
2050. East Main Street, Reynoldsburg’s primary east-west 
corridor, will be an important focus area for development to 
meet the needs of an expanding population. This corridor 
is also set to be a focus for the LinkUS Mobility initiative, 
spearheaded by the City of Columbus. 

In order for Reynoldsburg to develop in an equitable, resilient 
way, the City must prioritize sustainability in its future plans. 
A balance between protecting the City’s natural resources, 
maintaining its unique sense of place, encouraging innovation 
and economic growth, and promoting social cohesion and 
health for all should be at the heart of this sustainability plan. 

In order for the City to effectively achieve this Vision Statement, 
the Planning Team considered four cross-cutting themes, 
which serve as a lens to frame the Plan’s sustainability 
recommendations. These four cross-cutting themes include the 
following and are explained on later pages:

• Engagement and Collaboration
• Quality of Life
• Equity
• Resilience

THE PUBLIC HAD THE FOLLOWING VIEWS TOWARDS 
TOPIC PRIORITIZATION:

THE PUBLIC BELIEVES REYNOLDSBURG IS CURRENTLY 
ADDRESSING CERTAIN TOPICS WELL.

Goal Statement Rated 4.0/5 by the Public

ENERGY 25%

WATER 25%

WASTE 18.75%

COMMUNICATIONS 
18.75%

TRANSPORTATION 
12.5%

NOT WELL WELL EXTREMELY 
WELL

HEALTH 13.89% 80.56% 5.56%

NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT

30.56% 69.44% 0%

CLIMATE 
CHANGE

55.56% 41.67% 2.78%

FOOD SYSTEMS 13.89% 77.78% 8.33%
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PLAN ORGANIZATION

The Plan includes more than 90 actions relating to a variety 
of sustainability topics. While many of these actions could 
realistically fit under multiple categories, each action is listed 
under one of twelve topics: communications and technology, 
energy, waste, water, transportation, land use, business and 
economy, buildings, food systems, climate change and the 
natural environment, health, and operations. These twelve 
topics reflect issues and themes related to sustainability that 
appear in like-minded plans, each have their own sections 
that further explain the actions. Relevant case studies are also 
included to demonstrate how the actions can be successfully 
implemented.

In addition to these categories, there are four cross-cutting 
themes: engagement and collaboration, equity, resiliency, and 
quality of life. The cross-cutting themes connect to many of the 
action items and will have icons next to each action item in the 
plan that they relate to. 

Following the actions, there is an implementation matrix that 
is designed to help guide the City in the implementation of 
these action items. Each action item is identified, along with 
recommendations on the party responsible for implementing 
the action, any potential partners that should be engaged 
during implementation, a timeline for implementation, 
potential sources of funding or funding thresholds, and metrics 
for measuring success.

EXAMPLE ACTION

H.1 IMPLEMENT LOW-COST STRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT INCENTIVES FOR HOMES AND DEVELOPMENTS UTILIZING 
A GREEN BUILDING RATING OR CERTIFICATION SYSTEM FOR BOTH NEW-BUILDS AND RETROFITS.

Reynoldsburg can incentivize the building and retrofitting of certified green buildings at little to no cost. This would involve 
providing structural incentives for developers seeking to build new green buildings or retrofit existing buildings to meet certified 
green building criteria. Structural incentives include expedited permit processing, expedited review, and density and height 
bonuses for buildings seeking green certification. Reynoldsburg can also provide marketing incentives, such as digital promotion, 
press releases, and special signage, for green certified buildings.

Cross Cutting Theme Icons

HOW TO READ AN ACTION

Action Content

ID Number (ex. H.1) Corresponds with 
Number in the Implementation Matrix

VISION STATEMENT & CROSS CUTTING THEMES



CROSS CUTTING THEME 1:

ENGAGEMENT & 
COLLABORATION



ENGAGEMENT & COLLABORATION

GOAL:

IMPROVE OUR COMMUNITY BY FOSTERING 
PARTNERSHIPS WITH AREA BUSINESSES, 
COMMUNITY LEADERS AND NEIGHBORS

According to Ohio University’s Public 
Administration program, “Citizen 
engagement in government involves people 
working together with administrations to 
improve communities, make a difference 
in the lives of others, and share valuable 
knowledge and resources.” The successful 
implementation of the Sustainable 
Reynoldsburg plan requires cooperation, 
collaboration, and engagement across 
the community. This includes both a 
government-led and a community-led 
approach, making sure that the City hears 
from and consults with all members of the 
community. 

Not only will the prioritization of engagement 
and collaboration encourage greater 
community input, it will also strengthen 
capacity for civic engagement in all City-wide 
planning initiatives. 

9



QUALITY OF LIFE
CROSS CUTTING THEME 2:



QUALITY OF LIFE

GOAL:

ENHANCE THE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL WELL-BEING OF THE 
COMMUNITY 

Quality of life can be defined as the degree to 
which an individual is healthy, comfortable, 
and able to participate in or enjoy life events. 
Enhancing the health, safety, and livability 
of all community members in Reynoldsburg 
is an important objective in this Sustainable 
Reynoldsburg planning process. Many of 
the strategies presented in this Plan were 
thoughtfully considered for their “co-
benefits,” meaning that each proposed action 
item is intended to positively impact more 
than just the stated outcomes. 

Prioritizing Reynoldsburg’s quality of life in 
this sustainability plan will also positively 
influence the City’s shared values of health 
and safety, economic opportunity and 
reliable livelihoods, as well as strong social 
networks. 

11
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CROSS CUTTING THEME 3:



EQUITY

GOAL:

ADVOCATE FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMUNITY AND EMPHASIZE THE 
IMPORTANCE OF EQUITABLE PRACTICES IN 
SUSTAINABILITY 

The term “equity” refers to fairness and 
justice and is distinct from the term 
“equality.” According to the National 
Association of Colleges and Employers, 
“Whereas equality means providing the 
same to all, equity means recognizing that 
we do not all start from the same place and 
must acknowledge and make adjustments 
[for] imbalances.” Importantly, the pursuit 
of equity is one that is ongoing, “requiring 
us to identify and overcome intentional and 
unintentional barriers arising from bias or 
systemic structures.”

Recognizing that the Reynoldsburg 
community is a “diverse tapestry” of cultures 
to be celebrated, it is important that this 
sustainability plans recognizes the City’s 
diversity in achieving these Plan efforts. This 
means that the City should embrace the 
community’s diversity and ensure the fair 
treatment and meaningful involvement of 
all community members, regardless of race, 
color, national origin, gender, age, religion, or 
income – as stipulated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s statement on 
environmental justice. 

This theme also recognizes that equity 
is an important framework for achieving 
sustainability planning in the Central Ohio 
region, under the guidance of the Mid-Ohio 
Regional Planning Commission’s Regional 
Sustainability Agenda. Ultimately, this 
theme emphasizes that all Reynoldsburg 
residents have the right to the same degree 
of protection from environmental or health 
hazards, as well as equal access to the 
decision-making process to ensure a healthy 
environment in which to live, learn, work, 
and play. 

13



RESILIENCY
CROSS CUTTING THEME 4:



RESILIENCY

GOAL:

PRIORITIZE THE OVERALL HEALTH, 
RESILIENCY, AND LIVABILITY OF THE 
COMMUNITY THROUGH THE USE OF 
SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES 

According to the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology (NIST), 
community resilience is defined as “the 
sustained ability of a community to utilize 
available resources to prepare for anticipated 
hazards, adapt to changing conditions, 
and withstand and recovery rapidly from 
disruptions.” The North American Association 
for Environmental Education similarly 
defines “resilient communities” as those who 
proactively “assess vulnerabilities and take 
actions to preserve well-being and prevent 
harm before disaster strikes.”

While resilience is often invoked when 
considering a community’s response to 
climate change-related hazard events, it is 
also important to consider resilience as a 
measure of a community’s social network. 
This theme appreciates that the resilience 
of infrastructure when withstanding hazards 
and weather-related impacts is just as 
important as the interconnected networks of 
systems upon which society relies for greater 
social cohesion.

15
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COMMUNICATION & TECHNOLOGY

GOAL STATEMENT:

PROVIDE AFFORDABLE AND EQUITABLE ACCESS TO 
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET AND TECHNOLOGY TO ADAPT TO 
THE CONSTANT CHALLENGES AND ADVANCEMENTS OF 
THE 21ST CENTURY.

The COVID-19 pandemic has altered our lives, forcing many 
to rely on internet access to work, learn, and play. This shift 
has exposed the major divides in accessibility, reliability, and 
affordability in internet services throughout the country. 
It is crucial that the community continues to invest in 
broadband access to provide greater economic development 
opportunities, reliable and expanded healthcare coverage, 
as well as skills and education tools to propel a generation of 
Americans into the future.  

A.1. CREATE A PLAN TO ESTABLISH UNIVERSAL 
BROADBAND ACCESS IN CITY LIMITS.  

All residents and businesses within City limits should have 
adequate access to universal broadband. The Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) defines broadband 
as any connection that provides 25 megabits per second 
download speeds and 4 megabits per second upload speeds. 
The City should work with providers, such as Spectrum and 
AT&T, to provide access. Reliable, high-speed broadband is 
crucial in creating greater sustainable economic development 
opportunities for the Reynoldsburg community. 

A.2. PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO 
ENSURE DIGITAL LITERACY AND ENCOURAGE THE 
ADOPTION OF NEW TECHNOLOGIES.  

To adapt with technology and sustainable development 
opportunities, it is crucial that municipalities help their 
communities become educated in digital literacy. Focusing on 
digital literacy helps bridge the gap of the digital divide and 
allows residents to access the internet safely, use technology in 
the workplace, access electronic government services, online 
healthcare, and education opportunities.

A.3. ENSURE AFFORDABILITY AND ACCESSIBILITY OF 
BROADBAND FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
(SERVICE AND EQUIPMENT). 

The City should ensure equal access to communication and 
technology resources provided to the community. Increasing 
the availability of internet services alone is not sufficient 
to ensure access to all the service broadband can provide. 
“According to a recent study of 6 million U.S. households 
with annual incomes under $25,000, 51% did not have home 
internet because it was too expensive.” (New America, 2020) In 

HARBOR SPRINGS, MI

While Harbor Springs is a much smaller community 
than Reynoldsburg with a population of 1,200 
residents, it can serve as a great example for 
providing digital learning resources. With the 
help of Harbor Area Regional Board of Resources 
and community partners, they were able to 
create an interactive digital literacy training 
initiative. The initiative, HarborActive, provides 
hands-on training across a variety of programs 
and applications, with classes designed for 
both business and casual users. HarborActive 
addresses the need for digital literacy at the root of 
broadband growth.

Goal Statement Rated 4.1/5 by the Public
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Libraries and schools such as this one, Hannah J. Ashton Middle School, 
provide a great opportunity to educate youth and older residents of different 
technology and services. 

addition, the City should expand resources to individuals with 
disabilities and non-English speaking residents. The City should 
press for City Council to implement a resolution that includes 
individuals with disabilities and affordability in policy and 
program development. Addressing digital literacy inequality is 
an important part of the solution to sustainable development. 

A.4. ORGANIZE A PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP 
WITH ORGANIZATIONS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY TO 
REDISTRIBUTE TECHNOLOGICAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
THAT OTHERWISE WOULD RESULT IN E-WASTE. 

E-waste has become the world’s fastest growing trash stream, 
sky-rocketing in past years, with much of it containing toxic 
materials to the environment. “Barely 20 percent of the 
world’s e-waste is collected and delivered to formal recyclers.” 
(Larmer, 2018) While Ohio does not have regulations to govern 
the disposal or recycling of consumer electronic waste, the 
Solid Waste Authority of Central Ohio (SWACO) has an E-Waste 
diversion program. While trash service within the City is 
provided by Rumpke, SWACO’s program is open to all Franklin 
County government agencies and cities. The program is 
designed to safely collect and recycle old, unwanted e-waste in 
an environmentally responsible manner.

DIGITAL LITERACY

The American Library Association (ALA) defines 
digital literacy as “the ability to use information 
and communication technologies to find, 
evaluate, create, and communicate information, 
requiring both cognitive and technical skills.” 

DIGITAL DIVIDE

This refers to the growing gap between 
individuals who are able to access technology 
versus those who cannot.

COMMUNICATION & TECHNOLOGY



ENERGY

GOAL STATEMENT:

REDUCE ENERGY CONSUMPTION THROUGH 
BENCHMARK STRATEGIES, FEASIBILITY STUDIES, 
AND BUILDING AND LIGHT SOURCE INEFFICIENCY 
IDENTIFICATION.

Energy plays a significant role in creating a more sustainable 
future. Strategy outlines and feasibility studies will develop a 
baseline inventory of energy usage within Reynoldsburg. From 
here, and implementing the action items of this plan, the City 
can  switch to more energy efficient technologies, buildings, 
and equipment. 

B.1. CREATE AN ENERGY REDUCTION PLAN FOR CITY 
FACILITIES. 

All government buildings should be retrofitted with smarter 
technology. The retrofits should be within guidelines that are 
appropriate for each building. The energy reduction guidelines 
should be based upon criteria of categorical nature regarding 
years, conditions, and typical maintenance of the City’s 
facilities. 

B.2. ESTABLISH BENCHMARK STRATEGIES FOR ENERGY 
CONSUMPTION AND FUTURE REDUCTION GOALS FOR 
REYNOLDSBURG.

The City should analyze the amount of energy consumed 
annually. In addition, the City could benefit from hiring 

an energy consulting company to estimate a reasonable, 
annual energy reduction strategy. The City of Reynoldsburg 
should focus their efforts on maintaining current building 
infrastructure, retrofitting where possible, and building with 
more sustainable resources. 

B.3. ANALYZE STREETLIGHTS AND TRAFFIC SIGNALS 
THROUGHOUT REYNOLDSBURG TO DETERMINE 
INEFFICIENCIES.

The City should conduct an analysis of the traffic signal 
algorithms to ensure proper energy efficiency. Streetlights can 
cause unnecessary energy waste when they are used without 
any detected cars on the road network. Streetlights should 
adopt smart technology to sparingly and adequately use 
energy. Not only will electrical energy be reduced through these 
measures, but vehicle efficiency and safety will be increased.

B.4. EXPLORE SMART STREETLIGHT SYSTEMS TO 
ADDRESS INCREASED ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND SAFETY-
RELATED FEATURES.  

A reduction in traffic incidents increases safety and awareness 
of unnecessary, dangerous, and unwanted collisions. Increasing 
efficiency through smart streetlight systems leads to energy 
reduction and less pollution. This will ensure more conserved 
energy, better resources, a more accurate and well-lit streetlight 
network for vehicles. 

SHEFFIELD, UK

In Sheffield, United Kingdom, researchers investigated 
how smart streetlights help communities conserve 
energy and provide safer environments for passengers. 
The case study evaluates different implementation 

methods, including streetlight sensors and 
communicative devices. When a streetlight goes out or 
falls down, it immediately sends out an alert to ensure 
timely repairs. Additionally, streetlights in Sheffield use 
LED technology. Their sensors identify vehicles and turn 
on well in advance, while staying turned off when the 
roadway empties. 

Goal Statement Rated 4.5/5 by the Public
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ENERGY

B.5. INSTALL LED LIGHTING THROUGHOUT ALL CITY-
OWNED AND MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS.  

LED (light emitting diode) lighting generates light through 
electroluminescence. This process is much more efficient for 
reducing energy consumption through its long lifespan and 
lack of heat emissions, saving costs on energy. Installations 
of these bulbs through City-owned and municipal buildings 
will reduce budgets for lighting as less replacements will be 
needed, reduce energy consumption, and be sustainable for 
the lighting needs within Reynoldsburg.

B.6. CONDUCT ENERGY AUDITS OF ALL PUBLIC 
BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES.    

Energy audits can produce baseline knowledge on the current 
inefficiencies throughout the public buildings and facilities 
in Reynoldsburg. Once inefficiencies are known, they can be 
monetized through a cost benefit analysis to determine which 
buildings and facilities should be prioritized for retrofits and 
repairs of buildings that lack energy efficient practices. Other 
methods for determining the prioritization are encouraged and 
can be determined through further energy consultants. 

Solar Panels from ZME Science

BOSTON COLLEGE, 
MASSACHUSETTS  

Boston College investigated where solar panels 
would be best used on their campus. Students 
collected financial data and analyzed the data 
to determine which buildings would produce 
the most cost effective renewable energy 
output based upon multiple factors. The 
building’s characteristics were considered; if a 
building was gothic architecture, it could not be 
considered due to the historic nature.

Once multiple criteria was determined through 
research, students found a financial cost 
through three different methods and then took 
the average of these to determine a precise 
estimate for cost of installation. In one of 
the students’ criteria search, they physically 
mapped the area of the building’s roof, where 
the solar panels would be per their kilowatt per 
hour expected output. Once all buildings on 
the campus were considered and the financial 
analyses were conducted, buildings that were 
acceptable for solar panels were presented. 

B.7. INVESTIGATE THE FEASIBILITY OF INSTALLING 
SOLAR PANELS THROUGHOUT AVAILABLE BUILDINGS IN 
REYNOLDSBURG TO ALIGN WITH THE NATIONAL PARKS 
SERVICE GUIDELINE IMPLEMENTATION    

The National Parks Service guideline demonstrates proper solar 
panel installation guidelines. Solar panels are a great renewable 
energy resource. However, they need to be implemented in 
cautious ways as to not disturb the natural landscapes and 
environments. Solar panel feasibility throughout Reynoldsburg 
should be determined through the City or a hired consultant. 
Once determined, solar panel implementation will be phased in 
a prioritization schedule determined by the City and the hired 
consultants.  

19
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WASTE

GOAL STATEMENT:

EQUIP REYNOLDSBURG RESIDENTS WITH THE TOOLS 
NECESSARY TO RECYCLE AND COMPOST AT THEIR 
RESIDENCES TO LIMIT THE AMOUNT OF WASTE BEING 
SENT TO OUR LANDFILLS.

Goal Statement Rated 4.9/5 by the Public

Landfill waste produces externalities on both communities and 
the climate through its production of methane gas. On average, 
each Reynoldsburg resident contributes 9-10 pounds of waste 
per day. Placing a focus on waste reduction and limiting the 
amount of trash heading to the landfill aids toward the sustain-
ability of the community.   

C.1. ESTABLISH A BASELINE OF MUNICIPAL SOLID 
WASTE, BOTH CITY- AND RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL. 

In order to calculate waste reduction, the City of Reynoldsburg 
needs to establish a baseline that will be used to measure 
the City’s progress. By setting a baseline, the City will garner 
a greater understanding of their overall waste by tracking 
and reporting the total number of solid waste headed to the 
landfill. This metric can be expanded to separate residential, 
commercial, governmental, and other sectors to analyze where 
waste reduction policy should be focused. 

C.2. DEVELOP APPROPRIATE TARGETS TO REDUCE THE 
AMOUNT OF MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE DISPOSED OF IN 
THE LANDFILL ON A YEARLY BASIS. 

Once a baseline of municipal solid waste is set, the City of 
Reynoldsburg can establish appropriate targets that they would 
like to see the City reach annually. Over time, these targets may 
be reevaluated and adjusted to meet the City’s expectations 
and encourage their goals.

C.3. INTEGRATING WASTE MANAGEMENT THROUGH 
COMPOSTING INITIATIVES AND EDUCATION ON 
RECYCLING. 

While residents may want to compost or recycle, they may 
not know how or have the proper tools necessary. The City 
does provide recycling carts for residents, but they do not 
provide composting bins. Even if individuals do have the tools 
necessary to compost and recycle, they may be unaware of 
the proper way to do so. Through the Solid Waste Authority of 
Central Ohio’s (SWACO’s) Community Waste Reduction Grant 
and in line with their “Recycle Right” campaign, the city should 
utilize their resources to encourage residents to properly 
compost and recycle through community educational events, 
at-home recycling guides, and other forms of advertisement.

Waste types
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C.4. ENCOURAGE ON-STREET WASTE PICK-UP THROUGH 
PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGNS.

The City of Reynoldsburg currently runs an Adopt-a-road 
program. The program is an avenue for individuals, families, 
and organizations to volunteer their time toward beautifying 
the City. In an agreement with the city, the participants remove 
litter from their road at least five times a year. Spreading 
awareness of the program through social media and flyers 
would ideally encourage more participants to take part, leading 
to cleaner streets in Reynoldsburg.

C.5. ENCOURAGE THE CREATION OF A ZERO WASTE 
INITIATIVE THROUGH RESTRUCTURING PRODUCTION 
AND DISTRIBUTION PROCESSES TO ELIMINATE WASTE. 

The EPA defines zero waste initiatives as “the conservation of all 
resources by means of responsible production, consumption, 
reuse, and recovery of products, packaging, and materials 
without burning and with no discharges to land, water, or air 
that threaten the environment or human health.” Essentially, a 
zero waste program evaluates the production system to prevent 
unnecessary waste heading toward our landfills. Ideally, the 
City would work towards minimizing solid waste production to 
zero.

C.6. ENCOURAGE UTILIZING SECONDHAND STORES AND 
SERVICES FOR REUSABLE ITEMS.  

Secondhand stores provide an avenue for Reynoldsburg 
residents to recycle and reuse a variety of items. As opposed 
to adding furniture, clothing, kitchenware, literature, and a 
myriad of other items to the landfill, they can be donated to 
a secondhand store for other residents to reuse. At the end of 
the day, individuals may not be aware that this is an option. To 
heighten the awareness of this alternative, the city can partner 
with secondhand stores to inform Reynoldsburg residents of 
their services.

WASTE

  DODGE COUNTY, MN

For one year from June 2010 to June 2011, Dodge County 
Minnesota initiated a composting campaign that focused 
on the results of residential composting. Through an 
advertisement in a local newspaper, the County was able 
to sell and distribute 42 composting bins. In a follow-up 

survey, it was recognized that most participants were 
using the bins regularly, and even half of them were 
using them daily. As a result, the County found that 
the average amount of food waste each week that was 
diverted was 3 gallons from the landfill. Comparing 
this over a one-year period, the County found that just 
over 25 tons of food waste and 22 metric tons of carbon 
dioxide were reduced from just 42 residents.

Example signage
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WATER 

GOAL STATEMENT:

INCREASE WATER EFFICIENCY THROUGH BENCHMARK 
STRATEGIES AND SUCCESSFUL CASE STUDIES, WATER/
STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE EXPANSION, AND 
SERVICING/REPAIRING AREAS.

Goal Statement Rated 4.4/5 by the Public

Water for sustainability underpins a range of activities and 
outcomes. To this end, most communities are faced with water 
shortages both in the short and long term. Others are faced with 
severe flooding that results in some externalities. Expanding 
and prioritizing water efficiency and water infrastructure 
capacity and management would save the City of Reynoldsburg 
and the broader community money, energy, and lead to
reducing water treatment costs for both drinking water and 
wastewater systems.

D.1. LEVERAGE EXISTING INDOOR AND OUTDOOR 
WATER EFFICIENCY PROGRAMS. 

Water efficiency programs are best management practice tools 
that could be leveraged to glean ideas for reducing water use 
while increasing efficiency inside or outside buildings. City 
government should provide educational programs on toilets 
and urinals water usage, water efficient landscaping, water 
efficient irrigation, types of fixtures in bathrooms, commercial 
kitchen equipment, metering, water reuse and recycling, 
among others. For example, a good informational and 
educational program could be an effective aid in reducing water 
consumption.

D.2. REVIEW AND ANALYZE EXISTING STORM WATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE AND COMMISSION UPDATES WHERE 
NEEDED.

The more efficient a water system operates, the better it is 
for the consumer in the form of lower utility costs. Water 
and stormwater lines/infrastructure conditions and needs 
need to be reviewed and analyzed in other for them to be 
maintained, repaired, or replaced at the end of their life cycles. 
In other words, the City of Reynoldsburg should leverage 
opportunities to “Green the Gray.” For example, stormwater 
runoffs have become one of the leading causes of water 
pollution in urban environments. Untreated runoff water 
contains composite materials ranging from raw sewage to 
toxic substances that enter city water infrastructures yearly 
thereby contaminating the environment and drinking water 
supplies. According to the US EPA (2015) “Green infrastructure 
reduces and treats stormwater at its source while also providing 
multiple community benefits such as: reducing localized 
flooding, improving community aesthetics, encouraging more 
neighborhood socialization, improving economic health by 
increasing property values and providing jobs opportunities 
for small businesses, decreasing the economic and community 
impacts of flooding and delivering environmental, social, and 
economic benefits.”

D.3. DETERMINE AREAS WHERE ON-SITE RETENTION 
(RAIN GARDENS, BIOSWALES, INFILTRATION TRENCHES) 
WOULD BE MOST EFFICIENT IN CURTAILING FLOODING 
IN THE CITY AND ESTABLISH PRIORITIES FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION. 

Stormwater runoffs from driveways/streets, rooftops, and 
other impervious surfaces are easily absorbed by rain gardens, 
bioswales, infiltration trenches. To install these green 
infrastructures, it is important to locate the principal areas that 
are suitable for the installation of these infrastructures. These 
locations can be areas that are low and have a high tendency to 
get flooded, for example. Once these areas are established, the 
City must prioritize the high-risk areas for the implementation 
of these infrastructures. However, prioritization should not 
be set in stone since the City’s ability to do these may be 
dependent on factors such as funding, zoning, willingness of 
residents, among other factors.
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WATER

D.4. EXPLORE OPTIONS FOR NATURAL AND 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY METHODS FOR 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT.

Pollutants like biodegradable and nonbiodegradable organic 
matter, suspended solids, turbidity, nutrients, heavy metals, 
pesticides, pathogens are substances often found in residential, 
industrial, commercial, and agricultural wastewater. Research 
shows that natural methods for wastewater treatment 
depend solely on natural factors such as filtration, sunlight, 
sedimentation, biodegradation, and temperature to treat fecal 
sludge and wastewater. These factors are often leveraged in 
human-made systems like waste stabilization ponds (WSPs) 
and constructed wetlands, for example. The City should explore 
more natural and environmentally friendly methods to treat 
wastewater to achieve sustainable control of pollutants.

D.5. ORGANIZE RIVER CLEAN-UP EVENTS WITH 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS AND SCHOOLS IN THE 
DISTRICT. 

Rivers contain life and at the same time give life. As custodians 
of our water bodies, we ought to encourage practices that will 
ensure that our rivers are clean through clean-up events. City 
government should partner with community organizations, 
K-12 schools, colleges and universities, and research and 
policy organizations to help pitch river clean-up exercises in 
Reynoldsburg. Such events are effective and engage residents 
in responsible ways and challenging actions for the common 
good and a sustainable environment. 

D.6. IDENTIFY AND REPLACE DETERIORATED AND 
UNSAFE WATER SUPPLY INFRASTRUCTURE ON BOTH 
THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SIDE.

Issues that may challenge water supply systems in 
Reynoldsburg include but are not limited to rapid growth, well 
and reservoir outages, corroding lead and/or broken lines due 
to freezing and aging water supply infrastructures. Improving 
and replacing water supply systems can significantly improve 
water supply reliability, and water quality for public and private 
uses.
     

  BALTIMORE, MD

Baltimore, Maryland employs a program to provide 
understandable information bills that make consumers 
aware of their daily water consumption. Once consumers 
are aware, they are more likely to conserve water. A 
similar program should be applied in areas where water 
consumption is greater than 100 gallons per capita per 
day. Toilets and urinals account for nearly one-third of 
a building’s water consumption. The implication of this 
being that inefficient fixtures can cause water wastage 
in residential, industrial, and commercial buildings. 
However, significant savings are possible in this area. 
The City should encourage residents to upgrade indoor 
fixtures and appliances. Also, City government should 

develop regular maintenance programs (on valves, worn 
parts, flush ratings, pressure, flush cycle) to maintain 
water efficiency in toilets and urinals. Once these are in 
place, maintenance staff should be made aware of each 
type of fixture’s maintenance and repair requirements. 
Establishing a user-friendly method to report leaks and 
incorporating water efficient landscapes form part of 
an overall water efficiency program. Businesses and 
residents should be encouraged to consider hiring 
landscape contractors who employ water efficient 
or climate efficient landscaping techniques and 
technologies. Applying more mulch to plant beds also 
decreases water/moisture loss.

Example waste stabilization pond
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TRANSPORTATION       

GOAL STATEMENT:

EVALUATE EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES, SAFETY 
HAZARDS, AND TRAIL NETWORK MODIFICATION FOR ALL 
MODES OF TRANSPORTATION FOR ALL USERS.

Goal Statement Rated 4.6/5 by the Public

Getting from Point A to Point B is an important aspect of day-to-
day life in any community. When thinking about transportation, 
the first thing that comes to mind for many is the automobile. 
While this is a major aspect of transportation, supporting active 
transportation modes and encouraging green driving habits are 
essential elements in progressing toward a sustainable mobility 
environment for Reynoldsburg.

E.1. PROMOTE SAFE AND EQUITABLE ACCESS TO BIKE 
AND PEDESTRIAN ROUTES THROUGH SIDEWALKS, 
TRAILS, AND BIKE PARKING ALONG HIGH PRIORITY ROAD 
NETWORKS AND INFRASTRUCTURE LINKAGES. 

Active transportation networks are critical for promoting a 
sustainable transportation network; however, a lack of safe 
infrastructure for bicyclists and pedestrians deters individuals 
from using active transportation. Basic steps towards 
promoting a safe, active transportation environment, would 
be implementing clear and recognizable bike lanes, designing 
streets that provide adequate distance between pedestrians 
and vehicles in motion, as well as connecting routes to existing 
bicycle and pedestrian networks.
   

E.2. DEVELOP A NEIGHBORHOOD TRAFFIC CALMING 
PROGRAM.

Neighborhood Traffic Calming Programs create a safer 
environment for pedestrians and cyclists by altering the way the 
driver approaches a road. Examples of traffic calming strategies 
include pedestrian crossing medians, limiting the number 
of lanes pedestrians must cross to travel the road, on-street 
parking to serve as a buffer between vehicles and pedestrians, 
decreasing speed limits, as well as any other measure aimed at 
protecting the pedestrian from the vehicle. The City can enact 
measures to reduce speeds, reduce crashes, and improve safety 
for pedestrians. 

E.3. ANALYZE CRASH DATA THROUGHOUT 
REYNOLDSBURG TO DETERMINE NECESSARY LOCATIONS 
FOR ROAD NETWORK/INTERSECTION RE-DESIGN TO 
IMPROVE SAFETY OF ALL MODES OF TRANSPORTATION 
(DEVELOP A VISION ZERO ACTION PLAN). 

Between 2014-2016, Reynoldsburg contained nine of the 
top 100 crash intersections in the Central Ohio region. The 
availability of traffic data in Reynoldsburg allows the City to 
identify areas along their road network that experience high 
crash levels. When hotspots are identified, City engineers can 
target these locations for future redesigns. In part with this 
strategy, the City could enact a Vision Zero Action Plan. A vision 
zero action plan would focus on decreasing traffic fatalities to 
zero and generating a safe mobility environment. A Vision Zero 
Action Plan for the City of Reynoldsburg would be modeled 
similar to the City of Columbus’ Vision Zero Columbus policy.

E.4. IMPLEMENT A CITY-WIDE COMPLETE STREETS 
POLICY.

In Reynoldsburg’s Comprehensive Plan, the need for a 
Complete Streets policy is recognized. Complete Streets 
policies intend to integrate a design that accommodates all 
users, including motorists, bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit 
riders. In Reynoldsburg, a Complete Streets policy would 
take into consideration sidewalks and bike lanes, public 
transportation stops, safe crosswalks with pedestrian signals, 
curb extensions, median islands, narrower traffic lanes, and 
roundabouts. Ultimately, a Complete Streets policy considers 
all users of the street, not just the motorists. Protected bicycle lanes
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E.5. FIRST MILE/LAST MILE ANALYSIS TO IMPROVE 
EXISTING PUBLIC TRANSIT AND ENHANCE EXISTING 
LINKUS CORRIDOR INITIATIVE WORK. 

A major problem facing cities throughout the region is the first 
mile/last mile, a term used to describe the space an individual 
must travel to reach a public transportation stop. An analysis 
of the city’s first mile/last mile would provide policy makers the 
information needed to effectively plan public transportation 
locations and routes. 

E.6. FORM A MULTI-MODAL TRAIL NETWORK PLAN 
WITH REYNOLDSBURG ROAD AND PARK SYSTEM  
TO INCREASE TOTAL TRAIL MILES ANNUALLY.  

The City of Reynoldsburg prides itself on having an extensive 
multimodal connection to the regional trail and greenway 
network. A multimodal trail network would include two types 
of trails: off-road trails and on-road bike lanes. An extensive trail 
network would connect existing infrastructure with proposed 
future plans to connect the city’s schools, parks, business 
centers, and residential areas. Reynoldsburg should work with 
MORPC to ensure their local trail and bike system fits into the 
larger regional network that’s been envisioned by the COG and  
the ATP and get assistance putting together planning studies or 
grant applications to construct local connections.

E.7. CONDUCT AN AUDIT OF ALL PUBLIC TRANSIT 
FACILITIES AND LOCATIONS FOR ADA COMPLIANCE,  
ACCESSIBILITY AND COMFORTABILITY.  

In order to ensure that Reynoldsburg public transit facilities 
and locations are available to all, an audit identifying ADA 
compliance, accessibility and comfortability should take place. 
An audit would uncover the locations where the city needs to 
allocate resources to satisfy ADA standards. In doing so, the 
City should involve people with disabilities in their audits to 
better understand their daily experiences and what types of 
infrastructure meet their needs. 

     

 

TRANSPORTATION

  BURLINGTON, VT

ADA compliant bus stop

In 2010 and 2011, AARP Vermont surveyed streets 
throughout the state to identify components of an ideal 
complete street. An interesting initiative that took place 
in Burlington was enacting a “road diet.” To make the 
street safer for pedestrians and cyclists, Burlington 
reduced the widths of their roadway lanes. With the newly 
available roadway space, the City expanded the width 
of bike lanes and distinctly marked the separation of the 
two. As a result, motorists were forced to focus on safety 
and stay in their lanes while pedestrians and cyclists 
enjoyed increased distance for safety.
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LAND USE

GOAL STATEMENT:

UTILIZE THE CITY’S LAND RESOURCES RESPONSIBLY, 
EFFICIENTLY, AND EQUITABLY TO PRESERVE AND 
RESTORE THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT. THE GOAL IS 
TO ALSO PRODUCE A RESILIENT LAND USE NETWORK 
THAT ENHANCES ACCESS, LIVABILITY, AND COMMUNITY 
COHESION

Goal Statement Rated 4.2/5 by the Public

Land is both a valuable and limited resource in Reynoldsburg. 
Preparing for a sustainable future in Reynoldsburg means en-
suring that we use our land resources responsibly. Sustainable 
land use focuses development on walkable, mixed-use envi-
ronments that enhance quality of life for the community while 
preserving and protecting sensitive environments. Responsible 
and sustainable land uses will guarantee improved quality 
of life, affordability, and preserve the natural environment of 
Reynoldsburg.

F.1 FOCUS NEW GROWTH VIA INFILL & REDEVELOPMENT 
INTO HIGHER-DENSITY, MIXED LAND USES IN STRATEGIC 
AREAS SUPPORTED BY EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE, 
A WALKABLE ENVIRONMENT, AND HIGH-CAPACITY 
TRANSIT CONNECTIONS.  

With the regional LinkUS initiative having identified E Main 
Street as a corridor on which high-capacity, premium bus rapid 
transit (BRT) service is to be installed, Reynoldsburg can begin 
concentrating higher-density, transit-supportive development 
along this corridor in order to maximize the potential of this 
service and the connectivity of the community. Brice & Main 
and Olde Reynoldsburg have been identified as strategic 
redevelopment areas in the City’s comprehensive plan, so 
form-based overlay codes can be drafted for these areas to 
promote the built environment that best supports transit 
and human-scale travel. A transit-oriented focused growth 
approach like this produces a human-oriented, mixed land 
use pattern that both maximizes tax revenues and minimizes 
utility & infrastructure costs to provide the best return-on-
investment on a value-per-acre basis. This type of land use 
pattern also supports walking, biking, and other active forms 
of transportation, thus reducing vehicle miles traveled (VMT) & 
Greenhouse gas emissions and promoting better public health 
outcomes. Focused growth thus promotes fiscal responsibility 
and economic prosperity as well as environmental & human 
sustainability. 

  CLEVELAND, OH
The Euclid Avenue Bus-Rapid Transit (BRT) line, a nearly 
6-mile exclusive two-lane median busway accompanied 
by a full streetscape renovation was completed in 2008 
to stimulate new development and investment along 
the corridor running from the central business to the 
University Circle Area. According to area developers, the 
BRT project was “opening up” the corridor’s potential 
to exist as a unified urban district. The strong public 
commitment to the area gave investors’ confidence 
that their development wouldn’t be stranded, thus 
generating a “snowball” effect where increased activity 

in the area attracted new investors, leading to more 
activity (RA). Financial incentives were still provided to 
overcome the weak real estate market in the area.
The outcome was more than $5 billion in real 
estate development resulting from a $200 million 
transportation project (NACTO). Though Reynoldsburg 
may not be economically downtrodden as Cleveland 
was in 2008, the City can similarly position themselves 
to maximize the return on the BRT investment that is 
coming through development incentives, form-based 
zoning overlay codes, and strategic partnerships that 
creates a “unified district” identity along Main Street.
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LAND USE
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F.2 CONSERVE AND RESTORE REYNOLDSBURG’S 
NATURAL RESOURCES BY UTILIZING LOW-MOW OR NO-
MOW PRACTICES, XERISCAPING & PLANTING NATIVE 
SPECIES, UTILIZING INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT 
(IPM) STRATEGIES, AND IMPLEMENTING A TREE CANOPY 
PRESERVATION & RESTORATION PLAN.

Every year across the country, lawns consume nearly 3 trillion 
gallons of water a year, 200 million gallons of gas, and 70 
million pounds of pesticides. Thus, planting low-mow or no-
mow grasses are recommended to sustain these resources. 
These no-mow yards fall into three categories: 1) naturalized 
turf grass that is left to grow wild; 2) low-growing turf grasses 
that require little grooming; 3) native landscapes consisting 
of climate-friendly noninvasive native plants that can thrive in 
local conditions. Native landscaping is likely the most feasible 
option of the three mentioned. Another option is xeriscaping, 
or the practice of designing landscapes to reduce or eliminate 
the need for irrigation. Vegetation that thrives with little added 
irrigation is called drought-tolerant vegetation. Xeriscaping 
often means replacing grassy lawns with soil, rocks, mulch, and 
drought-tolerant native plant species.

F.3 DEVELOP A VIBRANT, HUMAN-ORIENTED PUBLIC 
REALM THROUGH CO-CREATING SHARED SPACES 
WITH THE COMMUNITY, FACILITATING GRASSROOTS 
PLACE-MAKING EFFORTS & EVENTS, AND PROVIDING  
SUPPORTIVE SPACES & MARKETS FOR LOCAL 
BUSINESSES.  

The public realm can be defined as “the publicly owned places 
and spaces that belong to and are accessible to everyone” 
(OPPI). These include the streets, sidewalks, plazas, parks, 
civic buildings, and other spaces that people use & enjoy 
throughout their daily lives. As development creates new 
buildings in the City, Reynoldsburg can engage collaboratively 
with the community to co-create the spaces shaped by those 
buildings. The City can partner with local businesses and 
non-profit partners to stage place-making events like flea and 
farmer’s markets, seasonal festivals, and pop-up vendor parks. 
Through utilizing a tactical urbanist approach, the City can test 
out different public space designs, keeping those for which the 
community expresses desire. 

LAND USE

FORM BASED CODE  
A form based code is used to achieve a 
specific urban form. As opposed to the 
traditional Euclidian Zoning method, form 
based codes are a land development regulation 
put in place to put emphasis on the physical 
form as opposed to a separation of uses. 

Example of a xeriscape backyard
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LAND USE

F.4 OFFER DEVELOPMENT INCENTIVES FOR THE 
PRESERVATION OF OPEN, GREEN SPACES; CREATION 
OF LOW-IMPACT, AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS; AND 
PROVISION OF VIABLE RETAIL SPACES FOR LOW-INCOME 
& MINORITY-OWNED SMALL BUSINESSES.  

By incentivizing developers to build in focus areas along 
the E Main Street corridor and in other priority infill areas, 
Reynoldsburg can relieve development pressure from 
undeveloped areas, thereby preserving these greenfields as 
open spaces for the community’s continued enjoyment. The 
City can also actively preserve these lands by rezoning them 
as conservation areas in the City’s codes. Reynoldsburg can 
also increase its supply of affordable housing by enabling 
and encouraging the development of missing middle 
housing and accessory dwelling units (ADUs). Missing 
middle housing is house-scale buildings with multiple units 
in walkable neighborhoods, and an ADU is a small, self-
contained residential unit located on the same lot as an 
existing single-family home. Both are low-impact housing 
options that increase dwelling units per acre, or area housing 
supply, and require considerably less income to reasonably 
afford compared to custom single-family homes. Finally, 
Reynoldsburg can create an incentive program to connect low-
income- and minority-owned small businesses with affordable 
retail spaces in areas with high foot-traffic and direct access to 
the local consumer base.

F.5 BUILD OUT THE CITY’S GREEN STORMWATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE (GSI) TO ENHANCE COMMUNITY   
RESILIENCE, STORMWATER RECAPTURE, AND FLOOD 
MITIGATION CAPACITY.

GSI includes the range of measures that use plant or soil 
systems, permeable pavement or other permeable surfaces of 
substrates, stormwater harvest and reuse, or landscaping to 
store, infiltrate, or evaporate stormwater and reduce flows to 
sewer systems or to surface waters, thus minimizing the time 
stormwater spends on impermeable surfaces accumulating 
pollutants. GSI filters and absorbs stormwater wherever it falls, 
so it can be woven into the community at varying scales, from 
an individual home using rain barrels to harvest stormwater 
to the planting of rain gardens at the neighborhood scale. The 
City of Reynoldsburg has already incorporated GSI into their 
Olde Reynoldsburg Streetscape Plan, so they can advance their 
efforts further by creating a City-wide Strategic GSI Plan.

Example of missing middle housing Example of accessory dwelling unit
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY

CLINTONVILLE, OH

Clintonville is a neighborhood in Columbus working to 
promote local businesses and sustainable practices. 
Clintonville is recognized as a GreenSpot Neighborhood, 
a program that recognizes neighborhoods that bring 
together residents and businesses to promote green 
practices. Clintonville has a dedicated GreenSpot 
Neighborhood Committee as part of the Clintonville Area 
Commission to promote sustainable practices. As part of 
the program, Clintonville has recruited new members to 
GreenSpot, promoted local food, conducted 

home energy audits, removed invasive species, 
planted trees and pollinator plans, in addition to other 
efforts. Clintonville also has a healthy local business 
environment with a large number of local businesses 
located in walkable and transit-accessible corridors 
on High Street and Indianola Avenue. The Clintonville 
Business Association supports and promotes Clintonville 
small businesses while also providing access to 
employee benefits for small businesses. Clintonville also 
hosts a local farmers market that provides opportunities 
for local farmers and producers to sell goods that were 
grown or made locally. 

GOAL STATEMENT

STRENGTHEN THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
AND PROMOTE A LOCAL, PLACE-BASED ECONOMY 
THAT IMPROVES DIVERSITY, QUALITY OF LIFE, AND 
PROSPERITY.

A sustainable economy focuses on practices that support 
well-being without negatively impacting the environment 
or society. Sustainable economies decrease demand for our 
limited natural resources and provide stronger, more equitable 
livelihoods for everyone in the community. A sustainable 
economy and business environment in Reynoldsburg 
will provide better job opportunities and a supportive 
entrepreneurial environment in a place-based economy.  

G.1 PROMOTE GREEN SPOT TO BUSINESSES AND 
RESIDENTS. 

GreenSpot is a membership-based program for households, 
businesses, organizations, and community groups in Franklin 
County and surrounding counties. GreenSpot recognizes 
businesses, neighborhoods, and organizations that have 
adopted a wide variety of sustainable practices including waste, 
water, and energy reduction, recycling, and promoting green 

practices and education initiatives. GreenSpot also provides 
resources for homeowners, businesses, organizations, and 
even kids to learn about sustainable practices and provides 
information on existing sustainability resources.

G.2 CREATE A SUSTAINABLE REYNOLDSBURG BUSINESS 
PROGRAM THAT CERTIFIES SUSTAINABLE           
BUSINESSES.

The Sustainable Reynoldsburg Business Program would 
certify businesses following sustainable practices. Businesses 
would need to meet the criteria for five categories: energy 
conservation, water conservation, green purchasing, recycling 
and reuse, and community connection, a category that 
considers community engagement, equity, and local hiring. 
Certified businesses could be identified on the Reynoldsburg 
website, given promotional materials, such as window decals, 
and would provide exclusive networking opportunities with 
other businesses in the program.

G.3 LAUNCH AN EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN AND GREEN 
BUSINESS TOOLKIT FOR BUSINESSES TO LEARN ABOUT 
GREEN BUSINESS PRACTICES AND PROGRAMS THEY CAN 
BE A PART OF.

There are many existing programs that promote sustainable 
practices at the local, state, and national levels that 

Goal Statement Rated 4.4/5 by the Public
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A “Buy Local” program will promote local businesses in Reynoldsburg and 
promote sustainability

BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Reynoldsburg can promote to residents and businesses. 
Creating a ‘one-stop shop’ toolkit, hosted on the City’s website 
and with physical copies in its municipal buildings, will allow 
businesses and residents to easily locate these resources in 
one place. Some existing resources include Franklin County’s 
GreenSpot, the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) Materials Marketplace for reusable and recycled 
materials, green building practices like Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED), and OSU’s Sustainability 
Institute. 

G.4 DEVELOP A “BUY LOCAL” PROGRAM TO SUPPORT 
AND PROMOTE LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESSES.  

A “Buy Local” program not only helps economic development 
efforts by circulating local dollars within Reynoldsburg, it 
also helps the environment by reducing the carbon footprint 
associated with transporting goods and travelling to and from 
larger retailers. Studies show that money spent at locally owned 
businesses is more likely to remain in the local economy, 
that small businesses employ more people than large chains, 
and that small businesses better support the middle class. 
Additionally, economies with a larger share of small businesses 
have a stronger tax base and stronger measures of civic 
engagement and social well-being. 

G.5 CREATE A WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM TO 
SUPPORT GREEN JOBS.

A workforce development program would create a more 
sustainable Reynoldsburg by identifying opportunities for 
promoting existing jobs in Reynoldsburg, and expand future 
job growth in areas that are focused on environmental 
sustainability and green development. Additionally, a workforce 
development program in Reynoldsburg would provide training, 
education, and apprenticeship opportunities to increase the 
number of skilled workers to support green jobs and provide 
opportunities for social equity and financial stability within the 
community. 

G.6 PROMOTE THE FRANKLIN COUNTY FOOD BUSINESS 
PORTAL, WHICH CONNECTS ENTREPRENEURS 
AND EXISTING BUSINESSES TO RESOURCES FOR 
UNDERSERVED ENTREPRENEURS, FOOD WASTE AND 
GREEN  BUSINESS PRACTICES, AND OTHER RESOURCES.  

The Franklin County Food Business Portal could support 
Reynoldsburg food business owners by pointing them to 
resources and information to help plan, launch and grow 
their locally-based food business. Business owners can gain 
assistance with financial literacy, food safety, green businesses, 
networking and mentorship, etc. to make their local food 
business thrive in the local economy. This business portal being 
promoted and supported in Reynoldsburg will increase the 
number of local businesses taking part in green practices. 

G.7 ESTABLISH A FORMAL PARTNERSHIP WITH OHIO 
STATE UNIVERSITY’S SUSTAINABILITY INSTITUTE TO 
ASSIST  IN POLICY IMPLEMENTATION AND PROMOTE 
OSU’S SUSTAINABILITY INSTITUTE BUSINESS AND 
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS.  

OSU has a mission to share knowledge with the communities 
they serve. In the area of sustainability, this commitment is 
anchored by long-established efforts of Ohio State Extension 
and the College of Food, Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences in sustainable land management, agriculture, food 
security and energy development. It also takes the form of
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collaborations with community groups and non-governmental 
organizations around research, student volunteerism, 
and community engagement. Researchers affiliated with 
the Sustainability Institute share their expertise to help 
communities understand, evaluate, and mitigate sustainability 
and resilience risks.    

G.8 PROMOTE ENTREPRENEURIAL INCUBATION, SMALL 
BUSINESS SUPPORT, AND LOCAL SHARED CREATIVE 
SPACES TO CREATE A VIBRANT, ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE 
DISTRICT IN THE BRICE & MAIN OPPORTUNITY ZONE. 

Small business and entrepreneurial development serves 
as a catalyst for inclusive neighborhood-based economic 
development by providing concierge-style resource navigation 
services to aspiring entrepreneurs and small business owners. 
The goal is to provide facilitated assistance to aspiring and 
existing entrepreneurs to start, grow, and expand viable 
businesses through the use of economic development tools 
such as grants, loans, and specialized technical assistance.

Solar installers are one of the many in-demand green jobs 
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CLEVELAND, OH

In 2010, the City of Cleveland started providing 
100% tax abatement for residential properties 
built to the Cleveland Green Building Standard, 
LEED Silver designation, or the National Green 
Building Standard. This tax abatement is available 
for both homeowners and developers. In 2013, 
the City of Cleveland adopted a Sustainable 
Municipal Building Policy, which requires all City-
owned new construction and major renovations 
over 10,000 square feet to achieve LEED Silver 
designation or higher. In drafting this policy, the 
City of Cleveland found that the cost premium for 
LEED is typically only 1-2% at construction with 
significant operating and emissions savings in the 
future. These two policies have resulted in high 
levels of green building adoption in Cleveland 
with 285 green building certifications in the city. 
Prominent green buildings since the adoption 
of these policies include the Northeast Ohio 
Regional Sewer District Renewable Energy Facility, 
numerous city schools, and many housing projects 
like St. Luke’s Manor, an adaptive reuse project 
that renovated a historical building for affordable 
senior housing.

GOAL STATEMENT: 

PRIORITIZE HIGH-PERFORMANCE, LOW-IMPACT 
BUILDING MATERIALS, SYSTEMS, AND LIFECYCLES THAT 
REDUCE EMISSIONS, CONSERVE WATER AND ENERGY, 
IMPROVE INDOOR AIR QUALITY, AND CREATE LONG-
LASTING STRUCTURES.

Sustainable buildings are a key component of sustainability. 
Lighting, heating, cooling, and appliance operation of 
residential and commercial buildings account for nearly 40% of 
US carbon dioxide emissions. Manufacturing and transportation 
of building materials accounts for another 8%. Poor building 
design also has a negative impact on both physical and mental 
health. Factors such as toxic materials, subpar ventilation, 
and lack of natural light all contribute to health issues ranging 
from increased stress levels to asthma and other serious 
illnesses, according to the US General Services Administration. 
Focusing on sustainable building design will not only improve 
the environment but will also improve physical and social 
well-being.

H.1 IMPLEMENT LOW-COST STRUCTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT INCENTIVES FOR HOMES AND 
DEVELOPMENTS UTILIZING A GREEN BUILDING RATING 
OR CERTIFICATION SYSTEM FOR BOTH NEW-BUILDS AND 
RETROFITS.

Reynoldsburg can incentivize the building and retrofitting of 
certified green buildings at little to no cost. This would involve 
providing structural incentives for developers seeking to build 
new green buildings or retrofit existing buildings to meet 
certified green building criteria. Structural incentives include 
expedited permit processing, expedited review, and density 
and height bonuses for buildings seeking green certification. 
Reynoldsburg can also provide marketing incentives, such as 
digital promotion, press releases, and special signage, for green 
certified buildings.

H.2 PROVIDE FISCAL DEVELOPMENT INCENTIVES FOR 
HOMES AND DEVELOPMENTS UTILIZING A GREEN  
BUILDING RATING OR CERTIFICATION SYSTEM FOR BOTH 
NEW-BUILDS AND RETROFITS.

Reynoldsburg can incentivize green building certification 
through a variety of fiscal methods. Reynoldsburg can offer 
tax credits to homes and developers seeking green building 
certification. Permit fee reduction and waivers are simple 
financial incentives that can also be combined with structural 
incentives, like expedited permitting. Reynoldsburg can also 
develop a grant program to go towards certification and other 
green building costs. Alternatively, or additionally, the City 
can develop a revolving loan fund which establishes a fund 
for low-interest loans for green building. The fund would be 
replenished by repayment.

BUILDINGS

Goal Statement Rated 4.6/5 by the Public
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WHAT ARE GREEN 
BUILDING RATING AND 
CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS? 

Green building rating and certification systems 
evaluate the entire building and design process, 
considering all aspects of the design including 
siting, construction, maintenance, and opera-
tion. The exact criteria for certification varies by 
program, but projects are evaluated based on 
their overall environmental performance and 
their impact on human health. Green building 
rate systems can be used to evaluate all types 
of construction, from new builds to renovations 
and from single-family homes to skyscrapers or 
even entire neighborhoods. 

There are various benefits to choosing green 
building standards and certification. First and 
foremost, green building standards are demon-
strably better for human health and the natural 
environment. Sustainable design results in 
drastically reduced energy, water, and waste 
levels from buildings. Green building standards 
also result in a better indoor environment for oc-
cupants with increased air quality, more natural 
sunlight, and healthier building materials. In 
addition to the environmental and health ben-
efits of green building standards, there are also 
economic benefits to green building certifica-
tion. Due to increased efficiency, green build-
ings have considerably lower operating costs 
than traditional building methods. Certified 
green buildings also have higher values and can 
be a valuable marketing tool for the building’s 
owners. 

There are multiple Green Building certification 
and rating systems, but the most common in-
clude: Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED), Building Research Establishment 
Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM), 
SITES, and the WELL Building Standard.

H.3 ASSESS OPPORTUNITIES TO ADOPT GREEN-
BUILDING PRACTICES IN ALL CITY-OWNED FACILITIES.

The City of Reynoldsburg can lead by example with green 
building methods. The City can explore options for adopting 
green building methods in all City-owned facilities, both for 
newly built facilities or for renovating existing facilities.

H.4 ENSURE ALL COMMUNITY FACILITIES, INCLUDING 
HEALTHCARE FACILITIES, ARE RESILIENT TO EXTREME  
WEATHER EVENTS OR OTHER HAZARDS.

Reynoldsburg can make current and future buildings resilient 
to extreme weather events (especially flooding) by building 
above the flood level, building permanent barriers, and wet 
or dry floodproofing. The construction of these flood resilient 
buildings plays a huge part in flood risk management – when 
a flood strikes, the amount of damage will decrease and the 
recovery process will happen much faster.

Saint Luke’s Manor in Cleveland, OH is a LEED certified affordable senior 
housing project

Pickerington Central High School’s renovation is LEED certified
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GOAL STATEMENT:

REDUCE CONTRIBUTIONS TO CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
PROACTIVELY ADAPT TO CURRENT AND FUTURE 
CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS FOR A MORE RESILIENT 
REYNOLDSBURG.

Climate change threatens to disrupt the stability and 
predictability of future generations, so it’s important that 
we plan for its impact in the present. While some local 
communities begin thinking about climate change, the natural 
environment, and planning with the development of a local 
climate action plan, this sustainability plan can still lead 
Reynoldsburg in the right direction when it comes to acting 
on climate. The City can do this in a number of ways, such as 
addressing climate change through both a mitigation and 
adaptation approach – mitigation centered around direct 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and adaptation focusing 
on actions related to responding to expected outcomes of 
climate change. These concepts, and more, are discussed in 
greater detail in the following actions.

ALAMEDA, CA

Alameda, California adopted its award-winning Climate 
Action and Resiliency Plan (CARP) in 2019. The City set an 
ambitious goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
GHG, to 50% below 2005 levels by 2030, as well as 
becoming carbon neutral as soon as possible. In order to 
achieve this goal, the City identified a series of equitable 
improvements to implement related to transportation, 
buildings, energy use, and waste management, which 
would reduce GHG emissions, increase quality of 
life, and build a resilient, thriving city for current and 
future generations. To supplement the plan and track 

progress, as well as to help the educate residents on 
specific topics in the plan, the City has established 
a CARP dashboard. The CARP aims to be equitable, 
inclusive, and community-driven, as demonstrated 
by the City’s engagement with key stakeholders, such 
as the Community Action for a Sustainable Alameda 
(CASA) coalition and other community-based groups, to 
gather public feedback and gauge community concerns 
throughout the development of the plan. Further, the 
City provides actionable measures that residents can 
take to learn more and support the goals of reducing 
GHG emissions and building a more sustainable and 
resilient community.

Goal Statement Rated 4.8/5 by the Public

I.1 UPDATE THE LOCAL FLOODWAY AND FLOODPLAIN 
MAPS FOR THE BLACKLICK AND FRENCH RUN CREEK 
AREAS.

The most recent floodway and floodplain maps for 
Reynoldsburg were created in 2008 and may require updating 
based on changes that have occurred since then. Flood risk 
changes over time and may be altered by new construction 
that impacts how water flows and drains, changes in terrain, 
or changing weather patterns due to climate change. Updated 
flood maps provide a more accurate picture of a property’s 
flood risk, allowing the City and residents to make more 
informed decisions about mitigation efforts and increase 
resiliency.

Flooding presents serious risks to the Reynoldsburg community and is likely 
to increase with the onset of climate change. Adopting a hazard mitigation 
plan is one way the City can ensure it is prepared to meet these unique chal-
lenges with locally oriented solutions. 



36

TITLE

SUBTITLE

Ximolent volorrum utem quam am ut lab ipsus nim abora 
ne volor autempos ut prerum im et haribea delis idunt 
poremporitem sum cusandi corrorem que mo et quam dollum 
quis parciaspid molupta ditate doluptas evenecte quiatur?
Optatemque volesequiae ni dolut quiae occulpa con endus, 
quae nis id qui offictectur? Qui comni blab intur, auda qui 
velendus nonserc hilignis et, culpa dolestrum ex es am, qui 
consent lam sum et aceaquae nimpore mporem invellaut resed 
quam aut faciantem eria posam, is etur, consendipsum fugiasi 
molorpo raeperia imet excerum, non con consed ut pre dolut 
aut am rehendel modia eos ex ex excerum facillo repernatus 
modiae lant hilitature voluptas deles nullabo risitin reium 
quatia ducia quiatatibea velluptate non platectio. Lest, ium 
natquo blat aut dolorum cuptaqu aercime conectota eseratem 
eostibus quaecatur, corum dolut ex et ratur sit qui unti blaciis 
volessit odit officil ipic to dit qui dioratur?
Isciliquia provit fugia coritas a quidess imusaerum il idelest 
endisitis porum ate pel idelia simendes et, sequiam fugiasp 
elenda volorpos eos sinis velent quibera num fuga. Ut venit 
expliqu atiusam etur, est, serioriatum ea duciur si dolorro 
delique eri beres seditat ibusti con pliqui acernat istinvent aut 
et acium re pa qui dolum la atet officiunt.
Ed el magnihi ctoressimus aut odipiet quatur, sandundi aliquo 
estinum nonse minum rem faceperum aut eosa quaturit et rem 
volorep rendaerferae in rehenis dipsusae explici sequiam facipit 
qui ut que volectus voloris eos si cume ea sinvella sim aut quis 

SUBTITLE

mus dolorec temque id quiaecuptia que explisquossi veliquisse 
nulparibus, odiossunt liqui qui volupisto tempores si dolupis de 
veles eum quis moluptio officab iuntibus, omnihit ecusandae 
con pos autet as ut eniaspe ruptae eicaes dolest moluptas 
atem harum quam reium quaturi taquibusam quam quasser 
ferrovidus aut officidit amus sit et etum vitatur ad qui dus mint 
recest, solorisciis alitatqui tem ut assequia cus, ut vit faccum 
id moluptius est, quos ipis molor aut vel in peditam int acesed 
ut accabor epudand esciam, quatur aut utemporem iumet et 
ut venisquae quo eum que quasi assimpe rcilibusdam ipsape 
dolorae pos dolorepe nos audiciatquos et endunda dolorecest, 
et quidelit od quatio dolupta quunti nonsequi occab inciam 
reium aut explaci pidercid quasperum vit et volestis modiorit 
lam haribuscia consent ut as minctibus velenie nestrum sam 
si officit esto denes ut isque qui untenecteni quia aliquae 
nusamende voluptatiis atatiis as moloreseque litemos amust, 
que magnimenet voluptur ad quid enest officto rporro ipsam, 
odisinc illuptur?
Ulpa vollorro cor antem imoloris sunt destrum vollore ratquid 
mo bla vollorum vent oditatur?

SUBTITLE

luptassunt od quunt, optas dolupta simusae ent ullest occabor 
endit, cus sequia volo quundandi quibus re doluptas eveliciet 
doloribus et volut enditia diae nam laboria volesto magnis quo 
elitasi magnis et volorio nsenisint et as moluptatem earum 
consedi dolo blaci dolupta epudis dolenis alia cum illautestia 
poreptae soluptatus di nestet eume odignatur re venis et eos 
sendis ad militemquis ex explaborem ipsunt od magnienis et 
expe laborro quate simintecus, qui optaepe rspeliqui cus et 
quae pa cus doloria venditis recernat rerae est adi dio. Et fuga. 
Nam ulpa in est, quatur? Quis et as quo con proriti assentur si 
dolo quiassectusa qui il il il ium aturibus dolupicaest explam 
essita sequam, que sum reicta nectatem alit voluptatur? 
Quis pediant faccae dolorat quaturio ma cullum iliqui niam 
venimol orepedi alit utet aperumq uiatium de nem ressus, in 
reperibus aliquibus venda nati offic temporectes quis ab iunt 
vel ipsuntur? Quia delitaquia con cus.
• bullets
• bullets
• bullets

Ratiuriti remquia quis adipsae rsperum re magnia nus 
antinciam sequis desecte ndipsun tiuntes sequam, volorae 
nessimo conse exeraerem volorundae. Nam imagnimil 
modigendam labor aut velicip suntis de sit vendebis volorep 
taturer epudam, iur aut aspeligent ma qui aut estrum estrunt, 
quid quis accabo. Nequias eostrum dis molo ex et lature et 
laborrum verionem harupti od ut utatur re, sus dolorem int volo 
milis acesectecea solestia sundendanis idem volenimaxime 
sequo illest, nimaio. Pudam vere enempore prerati vitasperat 
qui nonsequ aspersp

this is a figure

FIgURE 1: XXXXX

CLIMATE CHANGE & NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

0 0.8 1.6 2.4 3.20.4
Miles

Reynoldsburg City Limits

National Flood Hazard Areas
1% Annual Chance of Flood Hazard
0.2% Annual Chance of Flood Hazard
Area of Minimum Flood Hazard
Area with Reduced Risk due to Levee
Floodway

FLOOD HAZARD AREAS



37

CLIMATE CHANGE & NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

I.2 DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A LOCAL FLOOD HAZARD 
MITIGATION PLAN TO REDUCE RISK AND IMPACTS FROM 
FUTURE FLOODING.

Reynoldsburg has experienced several heavy precipitation 
events recently, which has led to damaging flooding and 
adverse impacts to local neighborhoods, particularly around 
Blacklick and French Run Creeks. Climate change is expected 
to result in increased frequency and intensity of heavy 
precipitation events, which could lead to more frequent and 
more severe flooding in the future. The development and 
implementation of a local flood hazard mitigation plan could 
reduce the risk and impacts of flooding on residents and 
increase community resilience.

I.3 DEVELOP A ROBUST AND COMPREHENSIVE 
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS INVENTORY FOR 
BASELINE EMISSIONS DATA.

Greenhouse gases (GHGs) are gases in the Earth’s atmosphere 
that trap the sun’s heat and keep the Earth warm. The increase 
in GHG emissions since industrialization has contributed to 
climate change. GHG emissions can also have negative impacts 
on human health. A GHG emissions inventory can help increase 
the understanding of GHGs and enable the City and its partners 
to monitor and track the sources and levels of these gases 
to inform mitigation strategies. Establishing and utilizing a 
greenhouse gas emissions inventory could serve as a baseline 
for the City to identify where to prioritize efforts to reduce 
current and future emissions.

I.4 DEVELOP A CLIMATE ACTION PLAN FOR THE CITY OF 
REYNOLDSBURG.

A Climate Action Plan serves as a framework for measuring, 
planning, and reducing greenhouse gas emissions, GHG, and 
related impacts on climate change. Typical Climate Action Plans 
include an inventory of existing greenhouse gas emissions, 
emissions reduction goals or targets, and prioritized actions 
that can be taken to reduce emissions. A Climate Action Plan 
can help the City identify and prioritize evidence-based actions 
to reduce local sources of greenhouse gas emissions over 

a specified timeframe. Additionally, the Mid-Ohio Regional 
Planning Commission’s (MORPC’s) Regional Sustainability 
Agenda also references the importance and goal of reducing 
regional GHG emissions. 

I.5 CREATE A GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS-TRACKING 
DASHBOARD FOR CITY-WIDE USE AND MONITORING.

After establishing and utilizing a greenhouse gas emissions 
inventory and emissions reduction targets through a Climate 
Action Plan. The City can create a web-based emissions tracking 
dashboard to help users visualize data and track baseline and 
trends in emissions. Transparent documentation and reporting 
of data also will help ensure accountability on progress towards 
meeting greenhouse gas emissions, GHG, reductions targets as 
outlined in the Climate Action Plan. Further, the dashboard can 
serve as a tool for residents to learn more about GHG emissions 
and reduction actions in their local community.

I.6 REDUCE URBAN HEAT IMPACTS THROUGH NATURE-
BASED SOLUTIONS SUCH AS AN INCREASE IN TREE 
CANOPY COVER, THE USE OF BLUE/GREEN ROOFS, ETC.

Climate change is expected to result in more extreme heat 
days in the Columbus area. Nature-based solutions to climate 
change help maintain and replenish natural elements, conserve 
the environment, support biodiversity, lower carbon emissions, 
and restore natural aesthetics of communities. Implementing 
nature-based solutions such as increasing tree canopy cover, 
creating and incentivizing complete or partial green roofs, and 
developing blue roofs (which are designed to temporarily store 
rainwater then gradually release it for future re-use) can help 
the City in heat reduction actions to adapt to climate impacts.

I.7 PROMOTE ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY BY EDUCATING 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS ON ACTIONS THEY CAN TAKE 
AT THE HOUSEHOLD/INDIVIDUAL LEVEL TO REDUCE 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO AND IMPACTS OF  CLIMATE 
CHANGE.

Individual- and household-level actions can be taken to both 
adapt to and mitigate contributions towards future climate 
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change. The City can help increase awareness of and promote 
such actions among residents through environmental 
education opportunities. This could occur through awareness 
building events and teachable moments at local events, 
through partnerships with local schools, and leveraging other 
community spaces where community members congregate and 
socialize. Illustrative examples could include working with local 
schools to teach students about energy efficiency or educating 
residents on the benefits of individual or community gardens. 

I.8 EXPLORE THE FEASIBILITY OF ADOPTING RESILIENCE 
STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL AND/OR COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE. 

At both the building and community level, tools to build 
resilience, such as certifications, benchmarking systems, 
planning frameworks, and design principles can be used to 
provide guidance for increasing the likelihood that buildings, 
infrastructure, and other systems can withstand natural 
hazards as well as foster community cohesion. The City can 
begin incorporating such resilience standards into the zoning 
and development processes to help increase local resilience to 
climate change and other natural hazard events.

 

 
Floodway/Floodplain Map of Blacklick and French Run Creeks (Between East Broad and Main Street) 

The City’s current floodplain map of Blacklick and French Run Creeks. 
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GOAL STATEMENT:

ENHANCE AND EXPAND REYNOLDSBURG’S 
AGRICULTURAL AND CULINARY HERITAGE BY 
CONNECTING RESIDENTS TO LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS.

Goal Statement Rated 4.4/5 by the Public

The United Nations defines a “food system” as “a system that 
embraces all the elements and activities that relate to the pro-
duction, processing, distribution and marketing, preparation 
and consumption of food and the outputs of these activities, 
including socio-economic and environmental outcomes.” 
Establishing sustainable, resilient, and healthy food systems 
contributes both to ecologically sustainable measures of food 
production and less resources and emissions per pound of 
food. Sustainable food systems can also contribute to the sus-
tainability of individuals in the community by supporting their 
health and well-being and encouraging foods that both nourish 
and sustain life. 

J.1 SUPPORT EXISTING AND FUTURE COMMUNITY 
GARDENS THROUGH GRANT-FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES.

Community gardens increase local food production, 
minimizing carbon emissions and resource production costs 
for continental/global food shipment. They promote a greater 
connection to the earth as a living organism, which in turn 
helps strengthen local support and appreciation for broader 
sustainability efforts. 

J.2 COLLABORATE WITH THE CITY’S PARKS AND 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT TO IDENTIFY KEY 
OPPORTUNITY  AREAS FOR ADDITIONAL COMMUNITY 
GARDENS.

In addition to growing food, community gardens provide a third 
space for neighborhoods to convene. They can also serve an 
educational purpose through potential partnerships with local 
businesses and community organizations. The City can utilize 
existing park space or partner with local schools to identify and 
fund sites.

J.3 IDENTIFY AND ADDRESS GAPS IN COMMUNITY 
MEMBERS’ ACCESS TO SAFE, CONVENIENT, AND   
AFFORDABLE HEALTHY FOOD OPTIONS. 

Utilizing geospatial technology, communities can better 
understand their residents’ proximity to healthy grocers that 
stock fresh, healthy produce and other groceries. In doing so, 
the City can identify potential interventions that target specific 
communities lacking access, due to socioeconomic or physical 
barriers. Access to healthy local food supports personal health 
and well-being, while encouraging more sustainable food 
production at the regional level. 

J.4 COORDINATE HEALTHY, NUTRITIOUS, AND 
ACCESSIBLE FOOD OPPORTUNITIES FOR COMMUNITY 
MEMBERS FACING FOOD INSECURITY. 

If barriers to food security are identified, the City can work 
with community organizations to set up food delivery vans or 
pop-up markets at convenient locations that better serve the 
community. This helps break down barriers to food access – 
whether it’s lack of transportation, availability of fresh food, 
or scheduling conflicts. Convenient locations can be based 
upon numerous criteria, including economically vulnerable 
neighborhoods and food deserts.

J.5 PROMOTE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT IN LOCAL 
FOOD-RELATED BUSINESSES. 

Promoting hyperlocal food production and sales helps 
communities to grow healthier and more independent from 
regional supply chains. This could include chef-training, courses 
in agricultural production, specialty farms, and entrepreneurial 
training and resources for small business owners.

FOOD SYSTEMS



40

FOOD SYSTEMS

J.6 IDENTIFY BARRIERS TO SMALL-SCALE, HOME-BASED 
FOOD PRODUCTION AND SALES IN CITY OF   
REYNOLDSBURG ZONING CODE. 

Franklin County is currently working toward furthering action 
steps provided in the Franklin County Local Food Action Plan. In 
accordance with their plan, the City is identifying contradictions 
in language, conflicting definitions of certain uses, and defining 
specific barriers to the use of accessory structures within the 
zoning code. In doing so, the City could promote more efficient 
permitting processes related to home-based food production, 
while also de-regulating uses that benefit the community.

J.7 ESTABLISH A GRANT-FUNDED PROGRAM TO 
ENCOURAGE LOCAL FOOD ENTREPRENEURSHIP.  

The City can work toward establishing a network of grant 
funding opportunities to support existing markets and startups 
by expanding their production, business, or outreach. This 
could include supporting local food truck entrepreneurs, 
market stalls, and farmer’s markets.

 

J.8 FUND EDUCATIONAL GARDENING AND LAWNCARE 
PROGRAMS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS TO PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE HOME-
BASED FOOD PRACTICES.   

The City can sponsor educational opportunities to teach 
community members how to grow their own gardens, if and 
where permitted by local Homeowner’s Associations. This 
promotes local food consumption, which reduces community 
member’s personal emissions contributions, and consumption 
of resources. In addition, this would encourage and support 
local composting efforts.

J.9 EXPAND THE FARMS-TO-SCHOOLS FRAMEWORK 
THAT SUPPORTS BOTH THE LOCAL AGRICULTURAL 
ECONOMY OF REYNOLDSBURG AND THE RELATIONSHIPS 
BETWEEN STUDENTS AND THEIR LOCAL ENVIRONMENT. 

Farms to Schools is a national network of educational partners 
that works to enhance the community’s connection to fresh, 
healthy foods that are grown locally. Reynoldsburg High School 
was a recent recipient of the USDA Farm-to-School grant. 
Expanding the Farms-to-School network in Reynoldsburg 
would not only promote the purchasing of local foods to help 
foster a local food market but would inspire an appreciation for 
the local setting and encourage more sustainable agricultural 
practices in the community. This could include a meal-plan 
derived from locally sourced food options, as well as field trips 
to locally sourced food production facilities.

The Philadelphia Orchard Project is a nonprofit 
organization that plants and supports community 
orchards in the city of Philadelphia. They partner 
with existing community organizations to provide 
orchard design assistance, plant materials, and 
training in orchard care. Their partner sites are 
almost exclusively located in low-income neighbor-
hoods where food security is a common concern.

   PHILADELPHIA, PA

Example of a home-based food practice 
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GOAL STATEMENT:

PROMOTE HEALTHY LIVING THROUGH CLEAN AND 
SAFE ENVIRONMENTS WHILE STRENGTHENING SOCIAL 
NETWORKS.

Goal Statement Rated 4.7/5 by the Public

Health and wellbeing are two important components in our sus-
tainability plan. These actions focus on “co-benefits” with other 
sustainability measures, like encouraging alternative transpor-
tation use beyond single occupancy vehicles. Enhancements 
to both the individual level and community level sustainability 
in this case include improved air quality, less congestion, and 
improved mobility and health with the individual. Actions that 
support the mental health of community members can be ad-
dressed by ensuring equitable access to greenspace and open 
space. Finally, preventative care actions can be included that 
focus on the sustainability of the individual and the communi-
ty’s overall health and well-being. 

K.1 REDUCE SOURCES OF AIR POLLUTION/EMISSIONS 
TO IMPROVE HEALTH OUTCOMES SUCH AS ASTHMA 
AND OTHER RESPIRATORY DISEASES, CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASES, AND OTHER CHRONIC HEALTH OUTCOMES.

Reynoldsburg needs to address air pollution sources by 
identifying and reducing emission sources to improve the City’s 
overall environmental quality. Emissions reductions will have a 
positive impact on public health, including reducing the burden 
of poor health outcomes such as respiratory and cardiovascular 
diseases. This will benefit vulnerable community members, as 
well as local health systems and social service agencies. 

K.2 DESIGNATE COOLING CENTERS FOR USE DURING 
EXTREME HEAT EVENTS FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
THAT MAY NOT HAVE RELIABLE ACCESS TO AIR 
CONDITIONING.  

With increasing frequency and duration of extreme heat 
events expected for Central Ohio, Reynoldsburg can designate 
cooling centers for use during such events for community 
members who may not have reliable and affordable access 
to air conditioning. This adaptation practice can help prevent 
severe negative health outcomes, such as heart attack or heat 
stroke. The City should provide no-cost tran sportation options 
for community members who are at increased risk (e.g., older 
adults, young children, or people on certain medications) and 
those who do not have access to safe or reliable transportation 
(i.e., to prevent residents from walking or waiting in the hot sun 
for public transit).

K.3 EXPAND AND PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES TO IMPROVE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
LITERACY. 

Environmental Health is the branch of public health concerned 
with aspects of the natural and built environment that may 
affect human health. Reynoldsburg should provide and expand 
educational opportunities to improve environmental health 
literacy on topics such as environmental justice, air pollution, 
climate change, energy efficiency, waste reduction, and 
resource conservation. Such efforts will increase community 
awareness of actions that can be taken at the individual and 
household level to support the City’s Sustainability Goals. 
Many resources are readily available to serve as guidance, 
such as the National Action Plan to Improve Health Literacy 
or Environmental Health Literacy, resources from the 
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences and the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

HEALTH
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HEALTH

K.4 CREATE OPPORTUNITIES AND SPACES FOR 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO CONNECT AND INTERACT 
WITH ONE ANOTHER (E.G., CHAT BENCHES).  

Reynoldsburg should create opportunities and spaces for 
community members to connect and interact with one another 
in a way that encourages genuine social connection. This 
could increase social capital and resiliency among community 
members, which could also decrease rates of negative mental 
and physical health outcomes and lessen the burden on local 
health systems and social services.

K.5 DESIGNATE SAFE AND ACCESSIBLE SPACES FOR 
YOUTH TO GATHER BASED ON THEIR INTERESTS 
OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL TIME (E.G., SCHOOL-BASED 
RECREATION PROGRAMMING DURING NON-SCHOOL 
HOURS). 

Reynoldsburg should designate safe and accessible spaces for 
youth to get together based on their interests outside of school 
time to strengthen social networks. Designating such spaces 
can encourage active play (e.g., a local Skate Park, inclusive 
playgrounds and community spaces), increase self-confidence 
among young people, provide social networking, and 
encourage a sense of ownership among youth in their City.

K.6 CONDUCT AN AUDIT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND 
DAYCARE CENTERS TO ASSESS THE POTENTIAL FOR 
CHILDREN’S ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH THREATS.

Reynoldsburg should conduct an audit of public schools 
and daycare centers to assess the potential for children’s 
environmental health threats, such as indoor air quality, 
lead exposure, water quality, exposure to pesticides or harsh 
cleaners, among others, to prevent both short-term and long-
term negative health outcomes. The City should document and 
work with partners to remedy any risks identified in the audit 
(e.g., address water quality or indoor air quality concerns, work 
with certified lead remediation firms for renovations, etc.). 

K.7 PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS TO 
HOUSEHOLDS THAT EMPHASIZE ACTIONS THAT 
MINIMIZE HEALTH RISKS OF FLOODING AND OTHER 
EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS.  

Reynoldsburg should provide educational materials to 
households that encourage actions that minimize health risks 
of flooding and other extreme weather events. These materials 
can address potential risks commonly encountered during 
and after such events, including indoor mold, injuries, carbon 
monoxide poisoning with improper use of generators, etc. This 
education may also help households address infrastructure 
sustainability and longevity.

Happy to Chat bench in Newcastle, England
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K.8 PROMOTE PHYSICAL ACTIVITY, BOTH INDOORS AND 
OUTDOORS.

Reynoldsburg should promote physical activity, both indoors 
and outdoors, to reduce obesity, chronic diseases, mental and 
behavioral health outcomes. Research has shown a positive 
impact on health and well-being for time spent outdoors or 
in nature, particularly for youth. This outcome can have the 
benefit of increasing the social resilience and emotional well-
being of community members. Many resources are readily 
available for the City to utilize that encourages such physical 
activity, such as the National Youth Sports Strategy and the 
Move Your Way Playbook.

K.9 INCREASE THE NUMBER OF COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS THAT PROVIDE PREVENTION SERVICES, 
INCLUDING DISEASE PREVENTION AND MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES. 

Reynoldsburg needs to increase the number of community 
organizations that provide preventions services, including 
infectious and chronic diseases, substance abuse prevention, 
and mental health services to promote social resilience and 
reduce the need for treatment services as much as possible. 
Prevention services enhances lives, reduce burden for 
emergency first responders, and reduce community costs on 
healthcare-related services.

K.10 ALIGN PUBLIC HEALTH INITIATIVES WITH THE 
FRANKLIN COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

Reynoldsburg should align public health initiatives with the 
Franklin County Public Health Department’s efforts focused on 
sustainable and resilient communities in order to increase the 
health and well-being of Reynoldsburg residents. This could 
include identifying opportunities to collaborate on health 
education, increasing environmental health literacy, and 
reducing health risks to community members. 

HEALTH

NEWCASTLE, 
ENGLAND

‘Happy to Chat’ benches aim to combat loneliness and 
isolation. According to Collaborative Newcastle, a city-
wide partnership in Newcastle, England focused on the 
health and well-being of everyone in their city, the new 
‘Happy to Chat’ initiative features a sign on all public-
ly available benches that reads ‘Sit here if you don’t 
mind someone stopping to say hello.’ The organization 
designed these placards to help combat loneliness and 
encourage community interaction. Reynoldsburg could 
designate such ‘chat benches’ in their City’s public parks 
or any publicly available seating throughout the City.
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GOAL STATEMENT:

IMPROVE PUBLIC BUILDINGS, FACILITIES, AND 
SERVICES TO INCREASE ENERGY EFFICIENCY, REDUCE 
WASTE, AND PROMOTE SUSTAINABILITY PRACTICES.

Goal Statement Rated 4.3/5 by the Public

“Operations,” in this context, includes both the operations 
and day-to-day functions of the local government, as it relates 
to sustainability. This section includes actions concerning 
internally-focused sustainability initiatives at the city level, 
including the adoption of an EV or hybrid-powered fleet and 
the development of a sustainable product supply list that is 
utilized by all City departments. It also includes actions that the 
City can take to promote sustainability in the community, such 
as the achievement of the MORPC Sustainable 2050 platinum 
designation, as well as the establishment of a Sustainability 
Implementation Committee, a group that could be dedicated to 
championing the actions of this plan and generate momentum 
for years to come. 

L.1 DETERMINE THE FEASIBILITY OF PURCHASING AND 
MAINTAINING AN ALL-ELECTRIC VEHICLE (EV) FLEET FOR 
CITY-WIDE OPERATIONS.

As of Fall 2021, the City is moving toward a hybrid-powered 
vehicle fleet. However, the City should still consider investing 
in an all-EV fleet to continue lower their municipal carbon 
emissions. While the purchasing of an EV-fleet may come 
with its own up-front costs, in the long-term electric vehicles 
can save municipal monies for the cost of fuel and vehicle 
maintenance. Operating an EV fleet can even promote the 
investment of other sustainable products at the City level and 
can encourage the adoption of EVs at the household level. 
Completing a feasibility study could provide more clarity and 
transparency concerning the City’s expectations for purchasing 
an all-EV fleet in its future.

L.2 DESIGN AND INSTALL SOLAR-POWERED CARPORTS 
AT ALL PUBLIC BUILDINGS FOR HYBRID OR EV-FLEET 
USE.

To ensure that hybrid vehicles and/or electric vehicles (EV) 
purchased and operated by the City can be powered on 
renewable, more sustainable energy sources, solar-powered 
carports could be installed at all public buildings. This 
promotes and encourages the use of vehicles powered on 
alternative energy sources, supplies renewable EV power, 
and ‘advertises’ the use of alternative-energy vehicles to all 
community members.

L.3 DEVELOP AND UTILIZE A SUSTAINABLE PRODUCT 
PURCHASING REFERENCE LIST FOR INTERNAL CITY 
OPERATIONS SUPPLIES.

A supply-list that strives to source all municipal-stock products 
from sustainably-sourced companies could be developed 
and used at the City level. Such supplies commonly found in 
offices or community gathering spaces include paper products, 
cleaning supplies, small machines such as staplers and 
pencil sharpeners, and even office furniture. This preferred, 
sustainable supply-list emphasizes sustainability at the City 
department-level, encourages less waste from products not 
sourced from sustainable suppliers, and demonstrates best 
practices for organizations within the community on how to 
source their necessary supplies from sustainable partners. 

OPERATIONS

Solar powered EV charger 



45

L.4 RETROFIT ALL EXISTING CITY-OWNED AND 
MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS TO BE ENERGY EFFICIENT AND 
POWERED ON RENEWABLE-SOURCED ENERGY BY 2050.

To retrofit a building requires modifications to existing building 
infrastructure to improve the building’s energy efficiency and/
or reduce the building’s overall energy demand. By retrofitting 
existing City-owned buildings, the City of Reynoldsburg can 
reduce its overall City-generated emissions and save money 
on its electricity usage. This action supports other Actions, 
as it relates to Buildings and Climate Change and the Natural 
Environment.  

L.5 IMPLEMENT THE USE OF MANUAL WASTE SORTING 
BINS IN CITY-OWNED AND MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS TO 
SEPARATE WET AND DRY WASTES FOR RECYCLING AND 
COMPOSTING. 

To reduce the City’s overall solid waste and to incentivize the 
adoption of community-wide composting efforts, the City 
can implement the use of manual waste sorting bins in all 
of its facilities. Dry wastes, such as plastic water bottles, can 
be recycled, whereas as wet waste, such as food scraps, can 
be composted. This can help lessen the City’s overall waste 
tonnage and emphasizes the importance of waste reduction 
and recycling of resources, which is fundamental to the 
definition adopted in this Plan to define sustainability. 

L.6 EXPLORE A PLASTIC-BAG TAX AND PROVIDE 
DISCOUNTED ALTERNATIVES, SUCH AS REUSABLE  
GROCERY BAGS, AT MUNICIPAL LOCATIONS ACROSS THE 
CITY.

Plastic-bag waste can contribute to pollution of the 
environment and may become a toxic hazard if they are not 
disposed of properly. According to the City of Baltimore’s 
Office of Sustainability, plastic bags are only used for an 
average of 12 minutes each but can take up to 500 years to 
degrade. These bags can also become disruptive to recycling 
machinery if they are recycled with recyclable items, such as 
plastic water bottles and metal cans. To discourage plastic bag 
use, the City could institute a plastic-bag tax at all municipal 
stores, and provide discounted alternatives, such as reusable 
grocery bags, at municipal buildings. The tax could also be 
used to fund additional sustainability action items, such as 
the implementation and maintenance of community gardens. 
Californians Against Waste, a regional non-profit environmental 
research and advocacy organization, offers valuable 
educational resources and testimonials for cities seeking to 
replicate this action.

L.7 PROVIDE NEW COMMUNITY MEMBERS A 
‘SUSTAINABLE REYNOLDSBURG’ WELCOME BAG.

A ‘Sustainable Reynoldsburg’ welcome bag could be a 
memorable reminder to community members that the City is 
excited and supportive of sustainability! The welcome bag can 
be acanvas bag that includes fact sheets on energy efficiency 
tips, recycling and composting, a reusable cup and utensils, a 
map of local transit options, a resource list for parks and trails, 
and a map of all community gardens. All products could be 
sponsored by local organizations and businesses. The welcome 
bag promotes sustainability within the community and 
emphasizes the City’s support for sustainability initiatives. 

OPERATIONS

A rendering of the Sustainable Reynoldsburg welcome bag
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L.8 DEVELOP AN INTERNAL CITY-WIDE DASHBOARD TO 
TRACK PROGRESS ON SUSTAINABLE. 

A dashboard, or an interactive, online tracking tool, can be 
an effective way to visually display the City’s progress on 
achieving its sustainability goals. A dashboard could be created 
and housed on the City’s website and contain all action items 
related to the City’s sustainability efforts. This dashboard can 
be an accountable way to showcase progress and increases 
the likelihood that such action items will be implemented. An 
example dashboard is the Arc Platform for LEED for Cities.

L.9 PUBLISH AN ANNUAL REPORT ON SUSTAINABLE 
REYNOLDSBURG PROGRESS THAT IS PROMOTED  
THROUGH CITY MEDIA CHANNELS AND OUTREACH 
NETWORKS. 

Publishing a publicly accessible report that describes the City’s 
efforts and continued collaborations on sustainability can be 
an effective way to engage the community on these issues. 
This report can also provide an accountability measure to 
assess whether the City is advancing efforts on the Plan’s action 
items and increases the likelihood that such initiatives will get 
implemented.

 L.10 CONTINUE TO COORDINATE ACROSS CITY 
DEPARTMENTS ON CITY SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVES VIA 
AN INTERNAL SUSTAINABILITY CHAMPIONS PROGRAM.

Sustainability “Champions” could be representatives from 
each City department who are passionate about achieving 
sustainability efforts in their own community. The “Champions” 
program could include a quarterly “Champions Council” 
meeting to discuss internal progress made towards the City’s 
sustainability goals. This program promotes the “sustainability” 
of sustainable initiatives in Reynoldsburg and increases the 
likelihood that such actions will be implemented.  

L.11 PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO ENGAGE IN   
SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVES AND SUSTAINABILITY-
RELATED EVENTS.

These educational opportunities would be designed for 
everyone, regardless of if they are a new community member 
or a long-time resident of Reynoldsburg. Educational exercises 
could include topics, such as: proper recycling of household 
items, tips on how to generate less food waste, and ‘trash for 
crafts’ activities. 

OPERATIONS

    BALTIMORE, MD

When many people think of plastic-bag bans or 
taxes, they think of long-standing environmental-
protection leaders, like the states of California and 
Oregon. But discouraging the use of plastic bags 
is not just a west-coast phenomenon. On October 
1, 2021, the City of Baltimore instituted a ban 
on single-use plastic bags at commercial/retail 
check-outs for all purposes – point of sale, pickup, 
or delivery. According to the City of Baltimore’s 
Office of Sustainability website, “Baltimore 
businesses must charge a minimum of $0.05 for 
each alternative bag distributed at check out, of 
which $0.01 must be remitted to the city.” This 
move comes after the City of Baltimore passed the 
Baltimore City Comprehensive Bag Reduction Act 
into law in January 2020. The City has distributed 
over 10,000 reusable bags to residents and is 
encouraging community members to submit their 
designs for a Bag Ban Art Contest to generate 
community interest and support for this initiative.  
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NEXT STEPS

Step 1: Broaden the 
Engagement (Cast a Wider 
Net) 

Utilize the Reynoldsburg 
Sustainability Plan as a tool to 
initiate more conversations with 
residents. Such conversations 
can serve two-fold: 
1) hearing directly from commu-
nity members, businesses and 
other stakeholders on sustain-
ability issues that are important 
to them and about challenges to 
implementation, and 
2) facilitating opportunities to 
emphasize the importance of 
sustainability and actions 
individuals and households 
could take to help support a 
more sustainable Reynoldsburg. 
A few resources are provided 
below that exemplify how cities 
and regions are engaging the 
public through long-term 
strategies that involve 
stakeholders, focus groups, 
workshops, and assessments. 

Next Steps

Citizen participation is vital in 
providing effective, 
democratic, and equitable 
solutions to public challenges. 
Cities and regions continue to 
improve their outreach strategies 
by building stronger relationships 
with civic organizations, 
establishing community 
engagement departments, and 
publishing public 
participation plans. Throughout 
the Reynoldsburg Sustainability 
Plan, there are opportunities for 
public agencies, nonprofits, local 
businesses, and private citizens 
to collaborate on innovative solu-
tions to the City’s 
challenges related to 
sustainability and climate 
change.  
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NEXT STEPS

     

Step 2: Prioritize and Execute 
Actions (Start Small) 

The engagement process for 
this plan sheds light on who in 
the City can take the lead on 
prioritizing and realizing the 
actions recommended in this 
plan. Based on further outreach, 
public input obtained from 
engagement activities, and the 
formation of project teams, 
the City can advocate for one 
or more low-cost, high-impact 
solutions (e.g., “easy wins”) that 
can set the tone for sustained 
engagement and longer-term 
plan implementation. For 
example, providing new com-
munity members a ‘Sustainable 
Reynoldsburg’ welcome bag (see 
Action L.7) is a great way to build 
connections with 
community members and 
help spread the word about 
Reynoldsburg’s commitment 
to sustainability with this and 
future initiatives.  

Step 3: Innovate and 
Reevaluate  

As the City grows, along with the 
Central Ohio region, in the next 
10-20 years, it’s important for all 
of the City’s plans to reflect dy-
namic growth and the capacity 
for innovation. While the actions 
in this Sustainability Plan help 
meet the needs and challenges 
of the City today, more can be 
done to enhance the sustain-
ability, equity, and resiliency of 
the Reynoldsburg community 
in the years ahead. Therefore, 
it is recommended to revisit 
the actions in this plan and to 
evaluate the City’s progress to-
wards sustainability benchmarks 
on an annual basis (see Action 
L.9), with reevaluation across all 
actions every 5-10 years. 
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IMPLEMENTATION MATRIX

ID Action Title Responsible Party Potential Partners Funding Timeline Metrics

A.1
Create a plan to establish universal 

broadband access in City limits.  
City/Dept. of Development Spectrum/AT&T/MORPC

Ohio Broadband Expansion 
Program

Short
100% broadband connection with 

city limits

A.2
    Provide educational opportunities to 

ensure digital literacy and encourage the 
adoption of new technologies.  

City/Nonprofits/Dept. of 
Development

Columbus Metropolitan 
Library/MORPC/Reynoldsburg City 

Schools

USDA Distance Learning and 
Telemedicine Grants

Ongoing
Provide resources on city and 

school websites 

A.3
    Ensure affordability and accessibility for 

all members of the community (service and  
equipment) 

City/Internet Providers Spectrum/AT&T/MORPC
Ohio Broadband Expansion 

Program/Central Ohio Broadband 
Access Pilot Program

Short
Maximum internet costs/ADA 

compliance

A.4

    Organize a public-private partnership with 
organizations within the community to 

redistribute technological infrastructure that 
otherwise would result in e-waste.  

City/Nonprofits/Local 
businesses

SWACO/Ohio EPA SWACO/City Ongoing
Joining the e-waste recycle 

program with SWACO

ID Action Title Responsible Party Potential Partners Funding Timeline Metrics

B.1
    Create an energy reduction plan for City 

facilities.  
City/ Development 

Department
Nationwide Energy Partners PACE Medium have a reduction plan

B.2
    Establish benchmark strategies for energy 
consumption and future reduction goals for 

Reynoldsburg 

City/ Development 
Department

Nationwide Energy Partners PACE Medium
benchmark strategies included in 

energy reduction plan

B.3
    Analyze streetlights and traffic signals 
throughout Reynoldsburg to determine 

inefficiencies.    

City/ Engineering 
Department

MORPC Ohio EPA Long
Have a desired number of smart 

streetlights and traffic signals 
existing in Reynoldsburg 

B.4
 Explore smart streetlight systems to address 

increased energy efficiency and safety-
related features. 

City/ Street Department MORPC Ohio EPA Long
Measure energy efficiency of 
implemented streetlights and 

traffic signals

B.5
    Install LED lighting throughout all City-

owned and municipal buildings. 
City/ Service Department Mid-Ohio Energy Cooperative

The Qualified Energy Project Tax 
Exemption

Short
Ensure installation of LED lights by 

a benchmark and inventory

B.6
    Conduct energy audits of all public 

buildings and facilities. 
City/ Service Department Mid-Ohio Energy Cooperative PACE Short

Keep inventory of all energy 
audits conducted within public 

buildings

B.7

 Investigate the feasibility of installing solar 
panels throughout available buildings in 
Reynoldsburg to align with the National 
Parks Service guideline implementation 

City/ Development 
Department

Mid-Ohio Energy Cooperative
The Qualified Energy Project Tax 

Exemption
Medium

Create a timeline of solar panel 
installation on eligble buildings

ID Action Title Responsible Party Potential Partners Funding Timeline Metrics

C.1
 Establish a baseline of municipal solid 

waste, both City- and 
residential/commercial.  

City, Service Department SWACO
Community Waste Reduction 

Grant (SWACO)
Short

Ratio weight of evaluated 
year/weight of baseline (or 

previous) year

C.2
Develop appropriate targets to reduce the 

amount of municipal solid waste disposed of 
in the landfill on a yearly basis. 

City, Service Department SWACO
Community Waste Reduction 

Grant (SWACO)
Medium

Targets for waste reduction, 
estimated year of zero waste

C.3
Integrating waste management through 
composting initiatives and education on 

recycling. 
City, Service Department

School board, home owners 
associations

Community Waste Reduction 
Grant (SWACO), OEPA Academic 

Institution Grant (K-12),
Short

Number of items brought into the 
stores / Self reported numbers of 
people who bought from or sold 

to secondhand stores

C.4
    Encourage On-Street Waste Pick-up 
through public information campaigns 

City
Ohio Environmental Council, 

MORPC, Ohio Water Resources 
Council

City Long Set water efficiency targets 

C.5

    Encourage the creation of a Zero Waste 
Initiative through restructuring production 

and distribution processes to eliminate 
waste 

City Engineers PUCO
Ohio EPA (Water And Wastewater 

Infrastructure Grant)
Short

number of infrastructure 
replacements

C.6
    Encourage utilizing secondhand stores 

and services for reusable items. 
City Planners and Engineers Consultants

City, Ohio EPA, US EPA, Great 
Lakes Commission, Green 

Infrastructure Grants For Small 
Communities

Short
Identify on-site retention areas 

within the city
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IMPLEMENTATION MATRIX

          

ID Action Title Responsible Party Potential Partners Funding Timeline Metrics

D.1
    Leverage existing indoor and outdoor 

water efficiency programs. 
City Planners and Engineers

Ohio EPA, Ohio Environmental 
Council

City, US EPA, Ohio EPA Short
Identify suitable methods for 

stormwater treatment

D.2
    Review and analyze existing stormwater 

infrastructure and commission updates 
where needed.  

City Parks and Recreation 
Department

SWACO, Ohio Environmental 
Council. Ohio Water Resources 

Council, OSU, K-12 schools
City, OEC, Ohio EPA Medium

Set water turbidity targets, ensure 
solid wastes are completely 

removed 

D.3

    Determine areas where on-site retention 
(rain gardens, bioswales, infiltration 
trenches) would be most efficient in 

curtailing flooding in the City and establish 
priorities for implementation. 

City 
Engineers/water/wastewat

er department
PUCO

Ohio EPA (Water And Wastewater 
Infrastructure Grant)

Short/Medium
Set targets, percentage/number 

of City-owned deteriorated water 
supply lines replaced

D.4
    Explore options for natural and 

environmentally friendly methods for 
wastewater treatment.  

Department of 
Development, City 

Engineering
Parks and Rec, MORPC/COG RAISE Grant Long

Set target, increased accessibility 
active transportation 

infrastructure 

D.5
    Organize river clean-up events with 

community organizations and schools in the 
district.  

Department of 
Development, City 

Engineering
ODOT/County Engineers City Short/Medium

# of neighborhood traffic calming 
measures

D.6
    Identify and replace deteriorated and 

unsafe water supply infrastructure on both 
the public and private side. 

City Engineering 
Department

ODOT/MORPC City short
Create a report on crash data and 
identify locations of potential re-

design

ID Action Title Responsible Party Potential Partners Funding Timeline Metrics

E.1

    Promote safe and equitable access to 
safer bike and pedestrian routes through 

sidewalks, trails, and bike parking along high 
priority road networks and infrastructure 

linkages.  

City, Department of 
Development, Department 

of Engineer
MORPC Varies: Residents/Business owners Short/Medium

100% of city maintained roads be 
complete streets

E.2
    Develop a Neighborhood Traffic Calming 

Program.  
City, Department of 

Development

City of Columbus, Central Ohio 
Transit Authority, the Mid-Ohio 

Regional Planning Commission, and 
the Franklin County Board of 

Commissioners

ODOT, RAISE Grant Short Analysis complete

E.3

    Analyze crash data throughout 
Reynoldsburg to determine necessary 

locations for road network/ intersection re-
design to improve safety of all modes of 
transportation (developing a Vision Zero 

Action Plan) 

Department of 
Development

Parks and Rec RAISE Grant Long
increase in total trail miles 

traveled

E.4
    Implement a City-wide Complete Streets 

policy.  
City Engineering 

Department
COTA City Short

# of facilities meeting 
requirements

E.5
    First mile/last mile analysis to improve 

existing public transit and enhance existing 
LinkUs corridor initiative work.  

City; Department of 
Development; Zoning

COTA, City of Columbus, MORPC, 
Private Developers 

City, Private Short-medium
Density, mix of uses along Main 

St.

E.6
    Form a multi-modal trail network plan 

with Reynoldsburg Road and park system to 
increase total trail miles annually  

City/Residents reynoldsburg Residents city, private medium
# of properties that embrace this 

strategy.

E.7
    Conduct an audit of all public transit 

facilities and locations for ADA compliance, 
accessibility and comfortability.  

City; Parks and Recreation; 
Zoning

Reynoldsburg Residents; MORPC City, Private Short-medium
Community surveys; Performance 

of local businesses
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IMPLEMENTATION MATRIX

ID Action Title Responsible Party Potential Partners Funding Timeline Metrics

F.1

Focus new growth via infill & 
redevelopment into higher-density, mixed 

land uses in strategic areas supported 
by existing infrastructure, a walkable 

environment, and high-capacity transit 
connections.   

City; Parks and Recreation; 
Zoning; Department of 

Development

MORPC, Private Developers, 
Chamber of Commerce

City, Private Medium

Acreage of green space; 
percentage of housing stock that's 

affordable to low-moderate 
income residents; number of local 

businesses

F.2

Conserve and restore Reynoldsburg’s 
natural resources by utilizing low-mow or no-
mow practices, xeriscaping & planting native 

species, utilizing Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) strategies, and 

implementing a tree canopy preservation & 
restoration plan. 

MOPRC, Ohio EPA City Medium

Incidence of flood damage; 
Measures of surface flood waters; 

Number of bioswales, rain 
gardens, etc. in the city

F.3

Develop a vibrant, human-oriented public 
realm through co-creating shared spaces 

with the community, facilitating grassroots 
place-making efforts & events, and 

providing supportive spaces & markets for 
local businesses.  

City Council: Development, 
Parks and Recreation 

Committee; City 
Development Department

Chamber of Commerce; 
Neighborhood Associations; 

Realtors; GreenSpot
Staff time needed Short

Number of new businesses, 
homeowners, organizations, 
groups joining GreenSpot as 
members; number of new 

homeowners receiving "New 
Homeowner's Green Guide"

F.4

Offer development incentives for the 
preservation of open, green spaces; creation 
of low-impact, affordable housing options; 

and provision of viable retail spaces for low-
income & minority-owned small businesses. 

Development Department Chamber of Commerce Little additional funding needed Medium Number of businesses certified

F.5

Build out the city’s Green Stormwater 
Infrastructure (GSI) to enhance community 
resilience, stormwater recapture, and flood 

mitigation capacity. 

City Council: Development, 
Parks and Recreation 

Committee; City 
Development Department

Chamber of Commerce; GreenSpot; 
OSU Sustainability Institute 

Staff time needed Short
Number of toolkit downloads and 

webpage visits for toolkit

ID Action Title Responsible Party Potential Partners Funding Timeline Metrics

G.1
Promote Green Spot to businesses and 

residents. 

City Council: Development, 
Parks and Recreation 

Committee; City 
Development Department

Chamber of Commerce Little additional funding needed Short
Percentage of locally owned 

businesses; local hiring statistics

G.2
Create a Sustainable Reynoldsburg Business 

Program that certifies sustainable 
businesses.

Development Department Chamber of Commerce Medium
Number of businesses/employees 
added to workforce development 

program 

G.3

Launch an educational campaign and green 
business toolkit for businesses to learn 

about green business practices and 
programs they can be a part of. 

Development Department
Franklin County Food Business 

Portal
Little additional funding needed Short

Number of local businesses 
interested in Franklin Food 

Business Portal 

G.4
Develop a “Buy Local” program to support 

and promote locally owned businesses.   
development Department OSU Little additional funding needed medium a clear path of communication

G.5
    Create a workforce development program 

for green jobs   
City/Dept. of Development residents city/private long # of new spaces

G.6

    Promote the Franklin County Food 
Business Portal, which connects 

entrepreneurs and existing businesses to 
resources for underserved entrepreneurs, 
food waste and green business practices, 

and other resources.   

Development Department
Chamber of Commerce; developers; 

architects; contractors
Little additional funding needed Short

Number of new builds and 
retrofits seeking green building 

certification 

G.7

    Establish a formal partnership with Ohio 
State Univerisity’s Sustainability Institute to 

assist in policy implementation and promote 
OSU’s Sustainability Institute business and 

community partnerships.   

Development Department
Chamber of Commerce; developers; 

architects; contractors

Varies: tax credits and fee waivers 
do not require additional funding; 

grants and revolving loan fund 
require funding

Medium
Number of new builds and 

retrofits seeking green building 
certification 

G.8

    Promote entrepreneurial incubation, 
small business support, and local shared 

creative spaces to create a vibrant, 
economically active district in the Brice & 

Main Opportunity Zone. 

City Council: Development, 
Parks and Recreation 

Committee; City 
Development Department

Chamber of Commerce; developers; 
architects; contractors

Limited additional funding needed Medium
Number of new or renovated city 
facilities meeting green building 

standards
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ID Action Title Responsible Party Potential Partners Funding Timeline Metrics

H.1

Implement low-cost structural development 
incentives for homes and developments 

utilizing a green building rating or 
certification system for both new-builds and 

retrofits.

Development Department Chamber of Commerce Limited additional funding needed Medium
Number of facilities meeting 

resiliency standards

H.2

Provide fiscal development incentives for 
homes and developments utilizing a green 
building rating or certification system for 

both new-builds and retrofits.

Engineering Department 

OH Department of Natural 
Resources, OH Emergency 

Management Agency, Franklin 
County Emergency Management 

and Homeland Security

External grant (e.g., from federal 
or state agencies, America 

Recovers Act funding)
Medium

Creation of new floodway 
and floodplain map, distributing 

the map to local residents to help 
increase awareness and education

H.3
Assess opportunities to adopt green-

building practices in all City-owned facilities.   
Engineering Department 

OH Department of Natural 
Resources, OH Emergency 

Management Agency, Franklin 
County Emergency Management 

and Homeland Security 

OH Department of Natural 
Resources, OH Emergency 

Management Agency, Franklin 
County Emergency Management 

and Homeland Security 

Medium
Creation of local flood hazard 

mitigation plan, actions 
implemented from plan

H.4
    Ensure all community facilities, including 
healthcare facilities, are resilient to extreme 

weather events or other hazards. 
Engineering Department OH EPA, OSU

External grant (e.g., from US or 
State EPA)

Medium
Creation of emissions inventory, 
Annual completion of emissions 

inventory report

ID Action Title Responsible Party Potential Partners Funding Timeline Metrics

I.1
Update the local floodway and floodplain 

maps for the Blacklick and French Run Creek 
areas. 

Engineering Department OH EPA, OSU, MORPC
External grant (e.g., from US or 

State EPA) 
Medium

Creation of Climate Action Plan, 
Annual reporting on progress 

towards emissions targets

I.2
Develop and implement a local flood hazard 
mitigation plan to reduce risk and impacts 

from future flooding. 
Communications Team

City Engineering Team, OH EPA, 
OSU 

External grant (e.g., from US or 
State EPA)

Long

Creation of emissions tracking 
dashboard, Annual updates based 

on Annual emissions inventory 
reporting and Climate Action Plan 

progress reports 

I.3
Develop a robust and comprehensive 

greenhouse gas emissions inventory for 
baseline emissions data.  

Building Department, Parks 
and Recreation

City Engineering 
Department, Development 

Department, Water/Wastewater 
Department

External grant (e.g., from US or 
State EPA, Foundations interested 

in local climate solutions)
Short-Medium

Number of new trees 
planted, particularly in lower-

income areas or areas of 
increased vulnerability to extreme 

heat; Number of green roofs 
installed; Number of blue roofs 

installed 

I.4
Develop a Climate Action Plan for the City of 

Reynoldsburg.   
Communications Team

Parks and Recreation; Local 
schools, libraries or other “learning” 

institutions

City budget or external grant (e.g., 
EPA or NOAA environmental 

education grant) 
Short

New materials developed, number 
of events served, number of 

materials distributed

I.5
Create a greenhouse gas emissions-tracking 

dashboard for City-wide use and monitoring.  
Development Department

Building Department, OH 
Emergency Management Agency, 

Franklin County Emergency 
Management and Homeland 

Security

City budget or external grant 
(e.g., FEMA, Foundations 

interested in 
community resilience)

Long

Identification of new resilience 
standards; Number of buildings or 
community assets adopting new 

resilience standards

I.6

Reduce urban heat impacts through nature-
based solutions such as an increase in tree 
canopy cover, the use of blue/green roofs, 

etc. 

City/Parks and Recreation Local Non-Profits External Grants Long
Number of grants awarded to 

existing and future community 
gardens

I.7

    Promote environmental literacy by 
educating community members on actions 
they can take at the household/individual 

level to reduce contributions to and impacts 
of climate change  

City/Dept. of Development Parks and Rec, OSU Extension Long
Identify underutilized land for 

new community gardens

I.8
    Explore the feasibility of adopting 

resilience standards for municipal and/or 
commercial real estate.  

City (Dept. of 
Development)

OSU (Knowlton School) Short

Conduct a mapping analysis of 
residents' proximity to healthy 

grocers, access to transportation, 
and grocers that accept SNAP and 

TANF
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ID Action Title Responsible Party Potential Partners Funding Timeline Metrics

J.1
Support existing and future community 

gardens through grant-funding 
opportunities. 

City (Dept. of 
Development)

Churches, Pantries, Local 
Restaurants

Collaborative Fundraising Medium
Identify accessible locations for 

residents to acquire fresh food at 
their convenience

J.2

Collaborate with the City’s Parks and 
Recreation Department to identify key 

opportunity areas for additional community 
gardens.  

City/Dept. of Development
Corporate Sponsors, Chamber of 

Commerce
External Grants Long

Number of new jobs created in 
food-related businesses

J.3
Identify and address gaps in community 

members’ access to safe, convenient, and 
affordable healthy food options.  

City/Dept. of Development Franklin County EDP Short
Draft relevant amendments to 

City of Reynoldsburg Zoning 
Resolution

J.4
Coordinate healthy, nutritious, and 
accessible food opportunities for 

community members facing food insecurity.  
City

Corporate Sponsors, Chamber of 
Commerce

External Grants Short
Number of grants awarded to 

local food businesses

J.5
Promote workforce development in local 

food-related businesses.  
City/Dept. of Development

Community Organisations, Local 
Churches, Corporate Sponsors

External Grants Long
Number of new gardening and 

lawncare courses funded

J.6
Identify barriers to small-scale, home-based 

food production and sales in City of 
Reynoldsburg Zoning Code.  

City/Dept. of Development Local Schools, Grocers, Farms
USDA Farm-to-School grant 

already awarded to Rey High 
School

Long
Percentage of locally sourced food 
products served in Reynoldsburg 

City Schools

J.7
Establish a grant-funded program to 

encourage local food entrepreneurship.  
City/Dept. of Development

Local business, Schools, Health Care 
Centers, Property Owners, MORPC, 

Franklin County Public Health

Public-private partnerships, OH 
EPA, Federal grants (e.g., EPA)

Long
Percentage decrease of chronic 

health conditions

J.8

Fund educational gardening and lawncare 
programs in partnership with community 

organizations to promote sustainable 
homebased food practices.  

City/Dept. of Development
YMCA, schools, libraries, faith-

based organizations
OH EMA grant, Federal grant (e.g., 

FEMA, CDC, NOAA, EPA)
Short

Designation status of cooling 
centers, creation of promotional 

materials to adverise such cooling 
centers

J.9

Expand the Farms-to-Schools framework 
that supports both the local agricultural 

economy of Reynoldsburg and the 
relationships between students and their 

local environment.  

City/Communications 
Team

Local schools, libraries, local non-
profits, Area Chamber of Commerce

SWACO Community Waste 
Reduction Grant, Foundation 

Grants, Federal grants (e.g., EPA, 
CDC, NOAA)

Medium
Number of educational events 

held annually
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ID Action Title Responsible Party Potential Partners Funding Timeline Metrics

K.1

Reduce sources of air pollution/emissions to 
improve health outcomes such as asthma 

and other respiratory diseases, 
cardiovascular diseases, and other chronic 

health outcomes.  

City/Dept. of Development
Parks and Recreation, YMCA, local 

non-profits, libraries, schools, faith-
based organizations

Municipal budget, Foundation 
grants

Long

Designation of chat benches, 
promotion of community events 

and intergenerational 
opportunities to connect across 

the community

K.2

Designate cooling centers for use during 
extreme heat events for community 

members that may not have reliable access 
to air conditioning.   

City/Dept. of Development
Parks and Recreation, YMCA, local 

non-profits, local schools
Foundation grant, Federal grant 

(e.g., CDC)
Medium

K.3
Expand and provide educational 

opportunities to improve environmental 
health literacy.  

City/Dept. of Development 
or Building Dept.

Area Chamber of Commerce, Local 
Schools, third party auditor,

Foundation grant, Federal grant 
(e.g., CDC, EPA, HUD)

Medium
Audit created and conducted, 

priority buildings identified 

K.4

Create opportunities and spaces for 
community members to connect and 
interact with one another (e.g., Chat 

benches).   

City/Dept. of Development 
or Communications Team

Building Dept., OH Emergency 
Management Agency, Franklin 

County Emergency Management 
and Homeland Security, 

OH EMA, Federal grant (e.g., 
FEMA, EPA, CDC)

Short

Creation of educational materials, 
distribution of materials to all 

community members via mail and 
social media

K.5

    Designate safe and accessible spaces for 
youth to gather based on their interests 

outside of school time (e.g., school-based 
recreation programming during non-school 

hours).  

City/Dept. of Development
Parks and Recreation, YMCA, local 
schools, local health care centers

Foundation grant, Federal grant 
(e.g., CDC)

Short

Number of community-led events 
that emphasize physical activity 
(i.e. marathons, walking events) 

held annually

K.6
Conduct an audit of public schools and 

daycare centers to assess the potential for 
children’s environmental health threats. 

City/Dept. of Development
Local non-profits, Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Parks and Recreation, 

local health care centers

Federal grant (e.g., CDC, 
SAMHSA), OH Dept of Health 

grant
Medium

Determine the current number of 
services and/or organizations who 
provide such prevention services, 

identify barriers to increasing 
access to services, promote 

existing services

K.7

Provide educational materials to households 
that emphasize actions that minimize health 
risks of flooding and other extreme weather 

events. (e.g., mold, injuries, carbon 
monoxide with generator use).   

City/Dept. of Development
Parks and Recreation, Franklin 

County Public Health, OH Dept of 
Health 

Municipal budget, OH Dept of 
Health grant

Medium

K.8
Promote physical activity, both indoors and 

outdoors.  
The City/Office of the 

Mayor
DriveOhio Municipal budget Medium

Conversion rate of existing City 
fleet

K.9

Increase the number of community 
organizations that provide prevention 

services, including disease prevention and 
mental health services.   

The City / Engineering 
Department 

Local engineering contractor Municipal budget Medium
Establishment of solar-powered 
carports at municipal buildings, 

availability of carports 

K.10
Align public health initiatives with the 

Franklin County Public Health Department. 
The City / Civil Service 

Department 
Municipal budget Short

 Creation of the supply sheet, 
percentage of supplies/materials 
purchased through the preferred-

resource reference sheet
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ID Action Title Responsible Party Potential Partners Funding Timeline Metrics

L.1
Determine the feasibility of purchasing and 
maintaining an all-electric vehicle (EV) fleet 

for City-wide operations.

The City / Service 
Department 

For more information about 
potential funding sources for this 
Action/project, please check out 

the C40 Knowledge Hub, linked in 
the Appendix.  

Long
Percentage of City-owned 
buildings that have been 

retrofitted by 2042.  

L.2
Design and install solar-powered carports at 
all public buildings for hybrid or EV-fleet use.

The City / Service 
Department

Local waste contractors
SWACO Community Waste 

Reduction Grant
Short

Implementation of manual waste 
sorting bins, annual report of 
tonnage collected (perhaps 

published in the City’s annual 
sustainability report, see Action 

L.9)

L.3
    Develop and utilize a sustainable product 

purchasing reference list for internal City 
operations supplies.  

The City / City Council Local waste clean-up groups Municipal budget / Taxed initiative Medium

Number of stores that have 
adopted the plastic-bag tax, 

number of reusable bags 
distributed to community 

members 

L.4

    Retrofit all existing City-owned and 
municipal buildings to be energy efficient 

and powered on renewable-sourced energy 
by 2050.  

The City / Civil Service 
Department 

Coordination with local businesses 
and organizations on products

Local businesses sponsor products  Short

Development of welcome bags, 
the number of welcome bags 
distributed annually, positive 

interaction with the welcome bags 
on social media channels 

L.5

    Implement the use of manual waste 
sorting bins in City-owned and municipal 

buildings to separate wet and dry wastes for 
recycling and composting. 

The City / Communications 
Team





Municipal budget Short
Creation of dashboard, tracking 

progress on dashboard 

L.6

    Explore a plastic-bag tax and provide 
discounted alternatives, such as reusable 

grocery bags, at municipal locations across 
the City.  

Sustainability Champions 
Council (see Action L.10)

The City / Communications Team Municipal budget Short
Annual publishing of report, 
availability of report on City 

website 

L.7
    Provide new community members a 

‘Sustainable Reynoldsburg’ welcome bag.  
 The City / Civil Service 

Department
All City Departments  Municipal budget Short

Identifying “Champion” 
membership, assessing if the 
quarterly meetings are taking 

place, if there is interest 
generated in becoming involved in 

the program 

L.8
    Develop an internal City-wide dashboard 

to track progress on Sustainable 
Reynoldsburg initiatives.  

The City / Office of the 
Mayor 

Schools, libraries, and community 
groups 

SWACO Community Waste 
Reduction Grant

Long

Number of programs held 
annually, number of school 
children involved, level of 

involvement from different 
neighborhoods 

L.9

    Publish an annual report on Sustainable 
Reynoldsburg progress that is promoted 

through City media channels and outreach 
networks.  

L.10

Continue to coordinate across 
City departments on City sustainability 

initiatives via an internal 
Sustainability Champions program.

L.11

Provide educational opportunities for 
community members to engage in 

sustainability initiatives and sustainability-
related events.



APPENDIX: DEMOGRAPHICS

1. Which age category best describes you?

25-34, 11.11%

35-44, 19.44%

45-54, 22.22%
55-64, 25%

65-74, 19.44%

75-84, 2.78%

2. Which gender do you identify with most?

FEMALE 67%

MALE 31%

PREFER NOT TO SAY 2%

3. Do you identify as White, Black or African-American, American Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander, or some other race?

White

Other

American Indian or 
Alaska Native

Native Hawaiian or 
Pacific Islander

Black or African 
American

Asian

50% 100%0%

4. What is keeping you from being more involved in your community?

Lack of Time, 37% Other, 23% Lack of 
Interest, 18%

Lack of 
Information, 22%

56
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5. What is the highest level of schooling you have completed?

50% 100%0%

Graduated High 
School

1 Year of College

2 Years of College

3 Years of College

Graduated from 
College

Some Graduate 
School

Completed 
Graduate School

50% 100%0%

$0-$24,999

$25,000-$49,999

$50,000-$74,999

$75,000-$99,999

$100,000-$124,999

$125,000-$149,999

$150,000-$174,999

$175,000-$199,999

$200,000 and Up

6. Which category below includes your annual household income?

57
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NEW ALBANY, OH: GREEN BUILDING INCENTIVE 
PROGRAM

New Albany created a green building standard. New buildings 
and renovations are eligible for commercial building permit 
application fee reductions if they meet this standard. Projects 
are eligible for additional reductions if they acquire LEED 
certification.
• Related Actions: H.2

BOSTON COLLEGE: SOLAR PANEL FEASIBILITY STUDY

Boston College investigated where solar panels would be best 
used on their campus. Students collected financial data and 
analyzed the data to determine which buildings would produce 
the most cost-effective renewable energy output based upon 
multiple factors. The building’s characteristics were considered; 
if a building was gothic architecture, it could not be considered. 
Once multiple criteria was determined through research, 
students found a financial cost through three different methods 
and then took the average of these to determine a precise 
estimate for cost of installation. In one of the students’ criteria 
search, they physically mapped the area of the building’s 
roof, where the solar panels would be per their kilowatt per 
hour expected output. Once all buildings on the campus 
were considered and the financial analyses were conducted, 
buildings that were acceptable for solar panels were presented.
• Related Actions: B.6

CITY OF COLUMBUS: GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
TRAINING PROGRAM

The City of Columbus offers a Citywide Training and 
Development (CTD) program which includes a training program 
for green infrastructure. The course teaches the fundamentals 
of green infrastructure construction and maintenance. The 
program provides OSHA credentials and is recognized as past 
experience for contractor bids. 
• Related Actions: D.2, D.3, D.4, G.5 

KYLE CANYON WATER DISTRICT: WATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS

Kyle Canyon Water District, and Jean, an unincorporated town 
in Clark County, Las Vegas are jurisdictions that leveraged 
reservoir, and water (potable and non-potable) distribution 
systems expansions. Potable wells have the potential of adding 
to system pumping capacity while non-potable wells have 

the potential of being used for firefighting, irrigation, and 
manufacturing purposes. Where there is excess potable water, 
they could be used to supplement non-potable water purposes.
• Related Actions: D.7

YPSILANTI, MICHIGAN: GREEN BUILDING INCENTIVES 

Ypsilanti Michigan allows Leadership in Environment and 
Environmental Design (LEED) certified buildings to have up to 
three additional stories and 35 feet of building height. 
• Related Actions: H.1

NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK – GREEN COLLAR JOBS 
TRAINING

This program gives young adults of New York City the tools 
to be a part of sustainable change in their communities. 
Through classes, training, and fieldwork, participants become 
Community Energy Consultants who provide free services for 
local businesses and other institutions in their communities to 
reduce the amount of Greenhouse gases emitted.
• Related Actions: G.5

CITY OF BALTIMORE OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY, 
ANNUAL REPORT 

As part of the Baltimore Sustainability Plan, originally published 
in 2009, the Office of Sustainability pledged to provide the 
community with progress updates in the form of an annual 
report. This would ensure accountability to the Sustainability 
Plan’s commitments and allow the community to “celebrate our 
successes together as a community.” 
• Related actions: L.8, L.9
 
PLACER COUNTY, CA, SOLAR PANEL CARPORTS 

In January 2021, the County of Placer installed solar panel 
carports at six county buildings. According to the Facilities 
Management Department, the carbon reduced by these solar 
panels is equivalent to more than 900 vehicles removed 
from the road for over 20 years. This effort will also save 
approximately $5 million in energy costs over the same 20-year 
timeframe. 
• Related actions: L.2

PHILADELPHIA, PA: PHILADELPHIA ORCHARD PROJECT

Philadelphia Orchard Project is a nonprofit organization 
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that plants and supports community orchards in the city 
of Philadelphia. They partner with existing community 
organizations to provide orchard design assistance, plant 
materials, and training in orchard care. Their partner sites are 
almost exclusively located in low-income neighborhoods where 
food security is a common concern.
• Related Actions: J.1

CAPE ANN, MA: THE OPEN-DOOR MOBILE FARMERS 
MARKET TRUCK

To address growing food insecurity caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, a food pantry in Cape Ann bought a Ford E450 Super 
Duty to help expand their reach in underserved neighborhoods, 
schools, and senior centers. The truck includes an eco-cooling 
system that helps it carry fresh, locally grown food for further 
distances and longer periods of time. The truck was funded by 
the state’s Food Security Infrastructure Grant, in partnership 
with their respective State Representative and Mayor.
• Related Actions: J.4

STATE OF NEBRASKA FLOOD MITIGATION PLAN 

The Flood Mitigation Plan for the State of Nebraska serves to 
summarize historical flooding problems across the state, assess 
flooding risk and vulnerabilities, and recommend mitigation 
actions which will reduce or eliminate the potential threat to 
life, safety and economic impacts from flooding in the State. 
This includes preventing loss of life, eliminating damages to 
public and private buildings and other infrastructure, and 
minimizing damage to agricultural lands, as well as facilitating 
preservation of natural and beneficial functions of the 
floodplain.
• Related Actions: I.2

AMERICAN FORESTS TREE EQUITY PROGRAM 

Urban tree canopy provides opportunities for cooling 
neighborhoods during extreme heat, which reduces heat-
related illnesses and utility costs, and generate community 
wealth by creating tree-related career opportunities.  Trees 
are critical infrastructure that improve our quality of life and 
contribute to healthy and climate resilient communities. The 
Tree Equity program has goals to increase tree equity scores 
in over 100 cities, create career opportunities in forestry for 
over 100,000 people, and create heat-resilient communities by 
planting and maintaining trees in communities that need them 
the most. 
• Related Actions: I.6

MARYLAND ASSOCIATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION’S ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY 
CAMPAIGNS

The Maryland Association of Environmental and Outdoor 
Education recognizes that a sustainable future requires 
closing the gap in environmental literacy and an increased 
understanding of complex environmental issues and how our 
individual decisions affect the environment locally and globally. 
Their School Grounds for Learning Projects provides knowledge 
and resources to plan, implement, and sustain green 
education projects at local schools. Other efforts include an 
Environmental Literacy 101 Toolkit with materials communities 
could use to introduce or refresh sustainability topics with 
individuals and households. 
• Related Actions: I.7

CENTRAL OHIO BROADBAND ACCESS PILOT PROGRAM

The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commision (MORPC) 
intends to increase broadband access with the help of 10,000 
refurbished computers and 10,000 hotspot devices. The 
program allows low-income, K-12 students and families to 
set up internet signal using cell phone signals with no new 
infrastructure or installation required. Both the computer and 
the internet service are available for $20 respectively. 
• Related Actions: A.1, A.3

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY, MD: IMPLEMENTING GSI 
AND SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESSES THROUGH 
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Green stormwater infrastructure (GSI) is a cost-effective 
investment to manage stormwater and reduce flooding while 
producing significant secondary benefits in air quality, public 
health, community resilience, and greenery (GCC). Funding and 
implementing large-scale GSI improvements can be a complex 
endeavor, but through community-based public-private 
partnerships (CBP3’s) the task can be made more manageable. 
Prince George’s County, MD formed the Maryland Clean Water 
Partnership (CWP) in 2014 between themselves and a private 
company called Corvias, with the joint mission to retrofit 
2,000 acres of property with GSI and uplift under-represented 
communities in the process. 

Within three years the partnership had generated over 200,000 
hours of work, reached nearly 1,600 businesses, exceeded their 
targets for employment of under-represented individuals & 
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local businesses, and delivered on all 2,000 acres in both half 
the time and at half the expected cost (AC). This success has 
led to the partnership being extended for another 30 years 
and 4,000 acres. The CWP streamlines costs, strengthens the 
local economy, provides workforce development training to 
underserved communities in green infrastructure, overcomes 
regulatory hurdles, and contracts out to small, minority, and 
women-owned businesses (AC). The partnership is funded 
through a combination of the County’s Clean Water Act Fee, 
public bonds, private activity bonds, private investments, utility 
fees, and grant programs (AC).  
• Related actions: D.2, D.3, D.4, F.4, F.5, G.4

MEMPHIS, TN: COLLABORATIVE PLACE-MAKING 
& STREET REVITALIZATION THROUGH TACTICAL 
URBANISM

For any bottom-up placemaking project, it’s important to take a 
phased approach. For residents of the diverse neighborhood of 
Binghampton near Broad Avenue in Memphis, TN, the first step 
to revitalizing an economically downtrodden arts district was 
a weekend-long demonstration project. During this weekend, 
non-profit organizations, local volunteers, and business owners 
partnered together to clean & paint vacant storefronts, budding 
entrepreneurs occupied parts of these storefronts with pop-up 
businesses, and establishments extended their outdoor seating 
onto sidewalks. The team also made temporary streetscape 
improvements that ultimately became permanent, including 
re-striping the thoroughfare to add crosswalks & bike lanes, 
moving on-street parking to serve as a protective barrier for 
those bike lanes, and adding traffic calming features like tree-
planter bump-outs and narrowed driving lanes. 

The project was a major success: the number of attendees 
more than doubled organizers’ expectations and local business 
owners were able to directly experience the tangible benefits 
of increased cycling access and foot traffic. This success 
spawned new investments totaling more than $25 million, the 
opening of over 25 new businesses, and the renovation of more 
than 30 properties. The Broad Avenue case is evidence that a 
downtown corridor that the community genuinely cares about, 
like E Main Street, can be successfully revitalized through the 
co-creation of signature spaces, and effective implementation 
is possible through the collaborative efforts of an ecosystem 
of partnerships between municipal departments, non-profit 
organizations, local businesses, and neighborhood volunteers.  
• Related actions: E.1, F.3, F.4, G.4, G.8, K.4

BUILDING MISSING MIDDLE HOUSING TO ADDRESS THE 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING CRISIS

Central Ohio’s housing inventory is currently near an all-time 
low, making homes incredibly difficult to purchase at affordable 
prices for many people looking to settle in communities 
like Reynoldsburg. Building more compactly and at higher 
densities can serve to fill this housing gap, but developing 
new apartment buildings outside focus areas or the E Main 
Corridor in a suburban community like Reynoldsburg is not 
always feasible. Missing middle housing can be a great option 
for building housing that is moderate to higher density, fits in 
both urban & suburban contexts, and can serve as an affordable 
“stepping-stone home” for many young professionals & families 
currently struggling to purchase a single-family home. 

According to a market study on missing middle housing 
conducted by the Montgomery County Planning Commission, 
even the most expensive missing middle options analyzed – 
large side-by-side duplexes and moderate density townhomes 
– require less than 80% the annual income needed to afford 
a custom single-family home in their housing market, and 
the cheapest missing middle options require less than 
half that income level (Govoni et al, 2021). Acknowledging 
the specificities of the Central Ohio housing market, the 
fact remains that missing middle housing can diversify 
Reynoldsburg’s available housing stock and bring prices down 
to manageable levels. Actions that Reynoldsburg can take to 
increase the development of missing middle housing include 
conducting a market study to identify current barriers to 
development, and making quick, targeted zoning changes & 
refinements such as:
• Regulating maximum building width and depth to be 
around 45-60ft to keep the scale small
• Increasing maximum allowed density or reducing minimum 
required square footage of lot per unit
• Adjusting maximum allowed heights to be no more than 
two and a half stories
• Reducing minimum-lot-size requirements and replacing 
with minimum lot width
• Reducing or removing parking requirements
• Removing open-space requirements
• Mapping the zones that allow these types more broadly
• Disallowing multiple single-family homes on a lot or 
tuck-under town houses (Parolek, 2020).

BEST PRACTICE: ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADUS)

An accessory dwelling unit (ADU) is “a small, self-contained 
residential unit located on the same lot as an existing single-
family home” (MRSC). Though they are smaller in size and 
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prominence than the main residence, they have all the same 
accoutrements needed for day-to-day living (MRSC). ADUs can 
be within, attached to, or detached from the main residence 
and are sometimes referred to as “mother-in-law apartments” 
or “granny flats” (MRSC). ADUs can serve to help senior citizens 
age in place near their families, keep moderate-income 
populations like teachers & firefighters from getting priced out 
of the communities they serve, attract young graduates, and 
provide additional income for homeowners (CNU). Like missing 
middle housing, they are low-cost, low-impact, affordable 
housing options that help increase a community’s housing 
supply (HUD). 

They can also be ideal for people with disabilities or elderly 
folk who want to live “semi-independently,” close by family or 
caregivers yet still in their own space (HUD). On the other end 
of the housing spectrum, ADUs may be great fits for lower-to-
moderate-income millennials as well, perhaps as transitional 
homes that they can use to build wealth and eventually 
upgrade. ADUs can attract younger generations in general, 
provided they’re in a mixed-use, walkable neighborhood with 
a variety of daily amenities in close proximity to them (NAR). 
In doing so, ADUs can help to generate vibrant mixed-income 
neighborhoods that people of all ages want to, and more 
importantly, can afford to live in.
• Best Practice: Fiscal Responsibility through a Strong Towns 
Approach

The Strong Towns philosophy is rooted in fiscal responsibility 
and economic prosperity. It argues that cities must re-prioritize 
long-term stability & resilience over short-term gain. This entails 
taking small, incremental, yet progressive steps and iterating 
based on what is learned along the way. Strong Towns do 
not fear change, but rather embrace a process of continuous 
adaptation to build real places according to public needs and 
how people actually use them (Strong Towns). Reynoldsburg 
can strengthen themselves through such an approach, utilizing 
smart growth principles to channel incoming growth to sparsely 
developed areas through infill & redevelopment. 

One of the key principles of the Strong Towns approach is that 
“land is the base resource from which community prosperity is 
built and sustained; it must not be squandered.” Strong Towns 
has produced a wealth of research showing that focused growth 
gives cities the best bang for their buck. Consistently across 
a variety of different cities, walkable developments provide 
much higher value-per-acre compared to their auto-oriented 
counterparts (Marohn, 2017). As such, taking a form-based 
planning approach to developing Reynoldsburg’s focus areas 
and the E Main Corridor can produce a vibrant, traditionally 
human-scale environment that produces higher both for 
businesses and the city. 



62
REFERENCES



REFERENCES

10 benefits & Advantages of LED Lighting Technology. SitelogIQ. (2021, September 29). Retrieved November 11, 2021, from https://
www.sitelogiq.com/blog/10-advantages-led-lighting/.

AARP Livable Communities. (2016). Project: Pop-Up Streetscape Revitalization – Location: Broad Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Retrieved from: https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/tool-kits-resources/info-2016/pop-up-streetscape.html 

Adaptation Clearinghouse. (2014, January 1). Prince George’s County, Maryland Clean Water Partnership. Georgetown Climate 
Center. Retrieved from: https://www.adaptationclearinghouse.org/resources/prince-george-s-county-maryland-clean-water-
partnership.html 

American Forests. (2021). Tree Equity Program. Retrieved November 14, 2021 from https://www.americanforests.org/
our-programs/tree-equity/ 

American Institute of Architects & National Association of Counties. (2012). Local leaders in sustainability: Green building incentive 
trends. 

Baltimore Office of Sustainability. (2021, October). Baltimore City Plastic Bag Ban. Retrieved November 3, 2021, from https://www.
baltimoresustainability.org/baltimore-city-plastic-bag-ban/  

Baltimore Office of Sustainability. (2009, April). The Baltimore Sustainability Plan. Retrieved November 11, 2021, from https://www.
baltimoresustainability.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Baltimore-Sustainability-Plan.pdf 

Begeny, J. (2021, February 25). From Reynoldsburg mayor Joe Begeny’s desk: ‘green tomato’ plan is a responsibility for all of Us. 
ThisWeek News. Retrieved September 15, 2021, from https://amp.thisweeknews.com/amp/4548242001.

Boston College AC-8: Campus as a living laboratory. Campus as a Living Laboratory | Boston College | Scorecard | Institutions 
| STARS Reports. (n.d.). Retrieved November 11, 2021, from https://reports.aashe.org/institutions/boston-college-ma/
report/2018-03-02/AC/curriculum/AC-8/. 

Breakthrough Technologies Institute. (2008, April). Bus Rapid Transit and Transit Oriented Development: Case Studies on Transit 
Oriented Development Around Bus Rapid Transit Systems in North America and Australia. Reconnecting America. Retrieved from 
http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/assets/Uploads/brt_tod_report.pdf

Broberg, B. (2017, March 31). The Walkable Demand. National Association of Realtors. Retrieved from: https://www.nar.realtor/
on-common-ground/the-walkable-demand

Bradford, T. A. (2021, November 13). New truck widens The Open Door’s scope. Gloucester Daily Times. Retrieved November 14, 
2021, from https://www.gloucestertimes.com/news/new-truck-widens-the-open-doors-scope/article_bcd33cd2-416d-11ec-96de-
8b2942a0278c.html

Buildings & built infrastructure . (n.d.). EESI. Retrieved November 13, 2021, from https://www.eesi.org/topics/built-infrastructure/
description 

Californians Against Waste. (n.d.). Plastic Bag Ban Action Page. Retrieved November 3, 2021, from https://www.cawrecycles.org/
plastic-bag-ban-action-page  

Cdfa spotlight: Green building finance. (n.d.). CDFA. Retrieved November 13, 2021, from https://www.cdfa.net/cdfa/cdfaweb.nsf/
pages/greenbuildingfactsheet.html 

City of Alameda. (2019, September). Climate Action and Resilience Plan (CARP). Retrieved November 8, 2021 from https://www.
alamedaca.gov/files/sharedassets/public/public-works/climate-action-page/alameda_carp_final_091119.pdf 

63



REFERENCES

City of Reynoldsburg. (2021, September 22). Flooding Town Hall. Retrieved Nover 8, 2021 from https://www.facebook.com/
CityofReynoldsburg/videos/249511446957212/ 

Cleveland, ohio : (n.d.). GBIG. Retrieved November 13, 2021, from http://www.gbig.org/places/5171 

Committees . (n.d.). Clintonville Area Commission. Retrieved November 13, 2021, from https://www.clintonvilleareacommission.
org/committees/ 

ConnectRI. Rhode Island Office of Innovation. (2018). Retrieved September 15, 2021, from https://www.innovate.ri.gov/connectri.

Congress for New Urbanism. (n.d.). Accessory Dwelling Units. https://www.cnu.org/our-projects/affordable-neighborhoods/
accessory-dwelling-units

The cost of connectivity 2020. New America. (2020). Retrieved September 15, 2021, from https://www.newamerica.org/oti/reports/
cost-connectivity-2020/focus-on-the-united-states/.

Denchak, M. (2019). Green Infrastructure: How to Manage Water in a Sustainable Way. NRDC. https://www.nrdc.org/stories/
green-infrastructure-how-manage-water-sustainable-way

Dizon, E., & Pranggono, B. (2021, February 24). Smart streetlights in smart city: A case study of Sheffield. Journal of Ambient 
Intelligence and Humanized Computing. Retrieved November 11, 2021, from https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/
s12652-021-02970-y. 

Energy efficiency and green building. (n.d.). City of Cleveland. Retrieved November 13, 2021, from https://www.clevelandohio.gov/
CityofCleveland/Home/Government/CityAgencies/OfficeOfSustainability/EnergyEfficiencyAndGreenBuilding 

Envirolution’s win-win campaign. NYC Service. (n.d.). Retrieved November 9, 2021, from https://www.nycservice.org/
organizations/936. 

Environmental Protection Agency. (2021). How Communities Have Defined Zero Waste. EPA. Retrieved November 17, 2021, from 
https://www.epa.gov/transforming-waste-tool.

E-waste diversion program. SWACO. (2020). Retrieved September 15, 2021, from https://www.swaco.
org/187/E-Waste-Diversion-Program.

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). (2021). What flood map updates mean for you. Retrieved November 8, 2021 from 
https://www.floodsmart.gov/flood-map-updates 

Frederick, E. (2018, October 12). Digital Literacy. Connect My Community. Retrieved September 15, 2021, from http://
connectmycommunity.org/digital-literacy/.

Georgetown Climate Center. (n.d.). Green Infrastructure Toolkit. Retrieved from: https://www.georgetownclimate.org/adaptation/
toolkits/green-infrastructure-toolkit/private-financing.html

Govoni, L., Fawley-King, T., Howerton, L., & Hisel-McCoy, E. (2021, March 4). Silver Spring Downtown & Adjacent Communities Plan 
– Missing Middle Housing Market Study. Maryland-National Capital Park Planning Commission. https://montgomeryplanning.org/
wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Missing-Middle-Market-Study_03-04-2021_Staff-Report.pdf 

Great Lakes Integrated Sciences and Assessments (GLISA). (2021). Climate changes and impacts in Columbus, Ohio. Retrieved 
November 8, 2021 from https://www.sierraclub.org/sites/www.sierraclub.org/files/sce-authors/u2192/Climate%20Changes%20
and%20Impacts%20in%20Columbus%20%281%29%284%29.pdf 

Greenspot. (n.d.). City of Columbus Greenspot. Retrieved November 13, 2021, from https://www.columbus.gov/GreenSpot/ 

64



Henry, A. (2021, March 26). Central Ohio housing inventory hits all-time low. NBC. https://www.nbc4i.com/news/
central-ohio-housing-inventory-hits-all-time-low/

Herrera Melián, J. A. (2020). Sustainable Wastewater Treatment Systems (2018–2019). Sustainability, 12(5), 1940. https://doi.
org/10.3390/su12051940

Herriges, D. (2020, May 22). This is What We Can Do Together. Strong Towns. Retrieved from: https://www.strongtowns.org/
journal/2020/5/21/this-is-what-we-can-do-together-md2020  

Incentives & permitting. (n.d.). New Albany Economic Development. Retrieved November 13, 2021, from https://
newalbanybusiness.org/incentives-and-permitting/ 

Larmer, B. (2018, July 5). E-waste offers an economic opportunity as well as toxicity. The New York Times. Retrieved September 15, 
2021, from https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/05/magazine/e-waste-offers-an-economic-opportunity-as-well-as-toxicity.html.

Manatt, Phelps, & Phillips. (2021, May 24). Emerging best practices for states to address the digital divide. JD Supra. Retrieved 
September 15, 2021, from https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/emerging-best-practices-for-states-to-9827343/.

Marohn, C. (2017, January 30). The Cost of Auto Orientation. Strong Towns. Retrieved from: https://www.strongtowns.org/
journal/2017/1/29/the-cost-of-auto-orientation-rerun

Maryland Association for Environmental and Outdoor Recreation. (2021). Locally improving knowledge of our global environment. 
Retrieved November 14, 2021 from https://maeoe.org/environmental-literacy 

Mitchell , S. (2016, January 8). Key studies: Why independent matters. Institute for Local Self-Reliance. https://ilsr.org/
key-studies-why-local-matters/ 

Moon, C. (2015). A study on the Floating House for New Resilient Living. Journal of the Korean Housing Association, 26(5), 97–104. 
https://doi.org/10.6107/jkha.2015.26.5.097 

Municipal Research and Services Center. (2021, April 2). Accessory Dwelling Units. Retrieved from: https://mrsc.org/Home/Explore-
Topics/Planning/Housing/Accessory-Dwelling-Units.aspx

National Association of Colleges and Employers. (n.d.). Equity definition. Retrieved November 3, 2021, from https://www.naceweb.
org/about-us/equity-definition/  

NACTO. (n.d.). Case Study: Euclid Avenue BRT, Cleveland, OH. Urban Street Design Guide. https://nacto.org/case-study/
euclid-avenue-brt-cleveland-oh/

National Institute of Standards and Technology. (n.d.). Community resilience. Retrieved November 3, 2021, from https://www.nist.
gov/community-resilience  

Nebraska Department of Natural Resources. (2013). Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan. Retrieved November 14, 2021 from https://dnr.
nebraska.gov/sites/dnr.nebraska.gov/files/doc/floodplain/Nebraska_Flood_Mitigation_Plan_2013.pdf 

North American Association for Environmental Educators. (n.d.) Mission, Vision, and Strategy. Retrieved November 3, 2021, from 
https://naaee.org/about-us/mission-vision-and-strategy 

Ohio Residential Broadband Expansion Grant Program. Grant opportunities. (2021). Retrieved September 15, 2021, from https://
broadband.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/broadband/grant-opportunities/grant-opportunities-1/grant-opportunities-1.

REFERENCES

65



REFERENCES

Ohio University. (2020, January 9). Citizen engagement in Public Administration. Retrieved November 3, 2021, from https://
onlinemasters.ohio.edu/blog/citizen-engagement-in-public-administration/  

Ontario Professional Planners Institute. (2016). Healthy Communities and Planning for the Public Realm: A Call to Action. Retrieved 
from: https://ontarioplanners.ca/OPPIAssets/Documents/Calls-to-Action/Healthy-Communities-and-Planning-for-the-Public-
Realm.pdf

Parolek, D. (2020, August 18). Missing Middle Housing: Thinking Big and Building Small to Respond to Today’s Housing Crisis. 
Planetizen. https://www.planetizen.com/features/110259-missing-middle-housing-thinking-big-and-building-small-respond-
today-s-housing

Philadelphia Orchard Project. (n.d.). Philadelphia Orchard Project. Retrieved November 14, 2021, from https://www.phillyorchards.
org/

Pickerington Central High School. (n.d.). [Https://buildwithmarker.com/project/pickerington-central-high-school/]. Marker, Inc.

Placer County, CA. (2021, January 5). Solar panel carports. Retrieved November 11, 2021, from https://www.placer.ca.gov/7061/
Solar-panel-carports 

Radiocrafts. (2019, July 17). What does an efficient smart street lighting system look like and how 
can this be achieved? Radiocrafts. Retrieved November 11, 2021, from https://radiocrafts.com/
what-does-an-efficient-smart-street-lighting-system-look-like-and-how-can-this-be-achieved/. 

Reece, J., August, B., Cheesebrough, M. (2021, May). Equity In Sustainability Planning: Frameworks, Best Practices and Resources. 
Retrieved November 3, 2021, from https://www.morpc.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/EQUITY-IN-SUSTAINABILITY-
RESOURCE-GUIDE.pdf 

Reeder, L. (2010). Guide to green building rating systems: Understanding leed, green globes, energy star, the national green 
building standard, and more. John Wiley & Sons, Inc. https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118259894 

Saint Luke’s Manor. (n.d.). https://www.pennrose.com/portfolio/saint-luke-s-manor-i-ii/. Penrose.

SDC. (n.d.). Sustainable Development Code. Retrieved October 26, 2021, from https://sustainablecitycode.org/

Solar education and training programs. (n.d.). Solar Education and Training Programs. https://solar.sc.gov/learn-about-solar/
solar-jobs-education-and-training-programs/solar-education-and-training-programs

Strong Towns. (n.d.). Build Your Strong Town. Retrieved from: https://www.strongtowns.org/  

Sustainable Economy | What is a sustainable economy. (n.d.). Econation. Retrieved November 13, 2021, from https://econation.
one/sustainable-economy/ 

Tax abatement. (n.d.). City of Cleveland. Retrieved November 13, 2021, from https://www.clevelandohio.gov/CityofCleveland/
Home/Government/CityAgencies/CommunityDevelopment/TaxAbatement 

UMN Extension. (2018). How and why to build a rain garden. University of Minnesota Extension. https://perma.cc/TZ6W-627Q

U.S. Census Bureau quickfacts: Reynoldsburg City, Ohio. United States Census Bureau. (2019). Retrieved September 15, 2021, from 
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/reynoldsburgcityohio.

U.S. Census Bureau quickfacts: United States. United States Census Bureau. (2021). Retrieved September 17, 2021, from https://
www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/POP010220.

66



REFERENCES

US EPA, O. (2016, January 25). Planning for Sustainable Water Infrastructure [Other Policies and Guidance]. https://www.epa.gov/
sustainable-water-infrastructure/planning-sustainable-water-infrastructure

US EPA, R. 03. (2015, August 10). Why You Should Consider Green Stormwater Infrastructure for Your Community [Overviews and 
Factsheets]. https://www.epa.gov/G3/why-you-should-consider-green-stormwater-infrastructure-your-community

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. (2008, June). Accessory Dwelling Units: Case Study. Office of Policy 
Development and Research. Retrieved from: https://www.huduser.gov/portal/publications/adu.pdf

U.S. Department of the Interior. (n.d.). Solar energy. National Parks Service. Retrieved November 11, 2021, from https://www.nps.
gov/subjects/renewableenergy/solar.htm.

US DoE. (n.d.). Best Management Practice #2: Information and Education Programs. Energy.Gov. Retrieved October 26, 2021, from 
https://www.energy.gov/eere/femp/best-management-practice-2-information-and-education-programs

U. S. Green Building Council. (n.d.). Good to know: Green building incentive strategies . Retrieved November 13, 2021, from https://
www.usgbc.org/articles/good-know-green-building-incentive-strategies-0

US General Services Administration . (n.d.). Buildings and health. Sustainable Facilities Tool. https://sftool.gov/learn/about/576/
buildings-health#building-design

Why buy local? (n.d.). Sustainable Connections. Retrieved November 13, 2021, from https://sustainableconnections.org/
why-buy-local/

Zacharia, A., Outwater, A. H., & Deun, R. V. (2020). Natural Wastewater Treatment Systems for Prevention and Control of 
Soil-Transmitted Helminths. In Water Quality—Science, Assessments and Policy. IntechOpen. https://doi.org/10.5772/
intechopen.92654

67


